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Susan Watts had experience developing and managing strategies for communications, education and 
innovation in the for-profit and non-profit communities.  While she began her career in journalism with a 
regional New England weekly (The Sakonnet Times, Bristol, Rhode Island) where she won a New 
England Press Association award for investigative reporting, and free-lance writing (Town and Country 
and Yankee magazines), she soon recognized opportunities to leverage her communications skills as a 
participant in the growth of New England’s technology industries in the 1980’s. 
 
Susan had a successful ten-year consulting practice in Boston, Massachusetts where she developed 
marketing and communications strategies for emerging growth companies, including Compac Computer 
and Lotus Development Corporation. While serving as a volunteer on the Corporator’s Board of the 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, she saw potential benefits in applying 
private sector marketing, communications, and management techniques to the non-profit sector. To that 
end, she resumed her education, and received a graduate degree in Public Administration from the John 
F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University in 1992.  
 
Upon moving to New York City in 1993, Mrs. Watts joined the French-American Foundation where she 
continued to develop projects that reflected her interest in culture, education and innovation.  She 
conceived, funded and directed two cross-cultural policy programs in children’s health and early 
education between the United States and France.  These ground-breaking projects were supported through 
grants from the United States Department of Health and Human Services, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the Foundation for Child Development, and the William and 
Mary Greve Foundation. Reports on the projects were published and widely disseminated to educators, 
health practitioners and policy-makers in both countries. 
 
She held subsequent executive positions in both the Children’s Aid Society in New York City where she 
was Director of External relations; and with the Children’s Defense Fund in Washington, DC where she 
oversaw international policy projects, publication of a book of essays on childhood by noted American 
authors with Houghton, Mifflin, Inc, and organized and ran an international Women’s Leadership 
Conference in conjunction the Rockefeller Foundation’s Bellagio Center in Bellagio, Italy. She retired 
from professional life in 2005 and is now devoting herself to volunteer activities. 
 
Throughout her life, Susan has been active in sports activities, including tennis, swimming, and coaching 
her son’s Little League baseball team.  She is a member of the Army Navy Country Club in Arlington, 
VA; the Harvard Club, Boston, MA; The Society of the Four Arts, Palm Beach, FL; The Redwood Library 
and Athenaeum, Newport, RI; The Preservation Society of Newport County, RI; The Preservation 
Foundation, Palm Beach, FL; and the French American Aid for Children, New York, NY.  
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