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NAN1E OF STRUCTU E
Breakers Hotel

I ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE
South County Road
Palm Beach,  Palm Beach County,  Florida

33480

LEGAL DESCRIPTIOIV
Breakers Row,  Plat 1,:  As in PB 31  p.  40 TRl and . TRS 3
to 13 inclusive     . 

PRESENT 0'WNER
The Flagler System

P. O. Box 910

Palm Beach,  Florida, . 33480

ARCHITECT
Shult ze and Weaver

DATE OF COiVSTRUCTION
19z6

FulUCT1o 1
Commercial

Z0(VING
PUD- A Planned Unit Development   .

PR1E 1 U5 SURO/ EYS
NRHP Inventory 1972,. HAB  197?
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Breakers Hotel

i
1

Architectural Description   From Florida Master Site File

The Breakers Hotel is the second to bear that name and stand on

the same site.    The building is basically H- shaped,  but closed in on

the east side creating the one- story Grand Loggia.   The foundation is

reinforced concrete with spread footings.   There are seven floors

above the public rooms in the central pavilion and five floors . on the

east- west pavilions which flank it.   There are 425 guest r.00ms and 300

servants'  rooms.   The exterior walls are 8 inch thick interlocking clay

tiles which are painted a light buff.   These are trimmed with ornamental

cast stone with cement mouldings and cornices. .  Interior partitions

in the basement are terra cotta partition tile.    On the bedroom floors,

gypsum block was used for. all partitions,  except at stairways and elevator

shafts where tile was installed.    The frame of the building is reinforced

concrete,  consisting of floor slabs reinforced in two directa;ons supported
1

by concrete beams and columns carrying down to the spread footings. .  The A

towers and wide spans in the main rooms in the ground floor are constructed

with structural steel .

The hotel has a porte cochere on the west front which projects from

the entrance loggia.    It is two stories and framed by large corner piers

i  '

1

to which are enga.ged double cast Corinthian pilasters.   Within this

rectangular frame,  including the entablature and balustraded flat roof

above,  are three arched openings springing from the entablature block

of paired Ionic columns on a common plinth.    These openings are balustraded

at the ground with large urns incorporated into the balustrade at each

bay.   The double driveway passes through a pair of simil ar arched openings

on the north and south ends.   The ceili.ng is a stuccoed barrel vault

with groined intersections at the arches.    The intrados of the arches



Breakers Hotel

Architectural Descr.iption  ( cont' d.)
s

are decorated with rosettes.

The west entrance loggia extends along. the west wall between the

two projecting east- west pavilions.   Wfiite Doric pilasters are engaged

to the buff stucco wall opposite the exterior Ionic columns. .  Concrete

pavers are used for the floor.   This loggia is stopped on the north end

by the wall of the service wing.  . On the south it passes across the end

of the north porch to the Wheel- Chair patio,  an open court paved with

concrete pavers and used for the storage of wicker chairs.    It is sur-     

rounded by an arched cloister framed by rectangular piers and shallow

pil asters.    On the south and east walls under the groined vaulted ceiling

are shops.    It is separated from the larger adj.acent north porch by
I

larger scaled piers.  

The central patio is an open court. surrounded by the major public

1
rooms.    The main lobb is on the west,  the dinin room on the north andY 9

a

the. Grand Loggia and the promenade on the south.   At the west end is a

wide balustraded terrace leading to the main lobby.   The. cast concr.ete

balustrade is set between moulded concrete pedestals.   The high arched

openings of t.he lobby wall are set into stuccaed reveals with engaged
r,

Ionic columns between the arches.    On . the north and south walls,  rectangu-  

lar.,  openings are framed by double engaged Ionic columns and a cast

concrete balustrade below the w:i•ndow sill .    Concrete steps lead up to

the doorways on the axis.   There is a balustrade all around the central

patio.,  interrupted only by a cen.trally placed dish- shaped fountain.    In

the center of the patio is a sunken reflecting pool . enclosed by a cast

balustrade.   A concrete walk surrounds:: the pool .

At the main entrance on the west front of the hotel. are three

adjacent arched openings which °frame the main entrance doors.   A modern

k
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Architectural Description  ( cont' d.)  

revolving door has been installed in the central opening.    This is.      

flanked by double doors set deep in the stuccoed reveal .   The doors

are bronze and contain five..square panels each.   The doorway to the

shopp.i.ng arcade bn the south wall is recessed on a porch.    Double

bronze doors duplicate the main:::entrance doors on the west.    On the   .

east and west walls of the central patio are axial.ly located wooden

French doors with. fifteen lights each.   They are set into plaster reveals

framed by an engaged movable lower section and a fixed top.    In the east

and west walls of the patio,  windows . are set into arched openings          ,       

framed: by engaged Ionic columns. . . All bedroom windows on the upper

floors are. bronze sash which has successf 11u y replaced the orag nal

wood sash.

Imported antique tiles fiave- been used on the hipped . roof.s,  with

the exception of the service area,  where flat roofs were covered with

red shale tile .surrounded by . cast stone 6alustrades.    Twin towers

on the- north and south ends of the ma' or bedroom block are located aJ t

the intersection .with the lower being a square mass with rectangular

windows.    The octagonal tile- roofed mass encloses an open belfry on the

four cardinal compass points.    Flag poles are located on the top of
each tower.    

The Breakers Hotel is one of the few remainin rand hg g otels with

the original public rooms retaining the elegance of a past era.    Since

it has been in constant.:seasonal use since it was opened in December of

1926,  it has been properly maintained and continues to be in good condition.

The Br.eaker' s Cottages.  

All fourteen. of the Breaker' s cottages are built_ in. Shingle Style

architecture.    The Shingle style became popular during the 1870' s and

1880' s.    The trend was set in Newport,  Rhode Island, . by H. H.  Richardson

i       
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Architectural Descr.iption  ( cont' d.).       .   

when he completed the Watts= Sherman House in 1874.   The style is noted

for. its o en interior  . lan and it soon_ s read to become a favorite st leP p P Y

at all the Northeastern seacoast resorts.    It was carried to Palm Beach

by the same people that had adapted it in the North.

All the Breaker' s cottages are of the same architectural style

and for that reason,  only two are here described in- detail .

The Lotus Cottage

The Lotus Cottage is a two- story frame structure with a finished

attic.   The central core has- a roof with cross gabl. es covered with

asbestos shingles.    A service lean- to runs the full length of the south

side and a double office in the same lean- to style connects the south-      

east corner with the south wing.    Exterior wall surface is hand split

taround the .north half of the house .and shows Greek Revival influence by

featuring paired Doric half columns.   The same columns appear on the

north corners of the second floor where the bui_lding is recessed and a

false balcony is. created on either corner.    Between the two balconies

is a. rectilinear ba with two sets of windows.   All windows are 6 l doubleY

hung sash.    A bolection cornice is used on the eave of the cor.e building.

The interior is centered around a large, hall with an open staircase.      

The hall traverses the core and off it are the front and middle parlors

and the dining room:   The hall continues on the second floor with a

master bedroom and bath to the east and a series of three interconnecting

bedrooms to the west.    The hall ends south with a . bath.   The third floor

attic has three. more bedrooms a rt unk room. a playroom and bath.

1 The " Spray" Cottaqe

This building is in fai.r condition for the many years of open exposure     .

to the Ocean which it has endured.   As a result of the thickness of the   

1 ,    , ti_.._.. s I
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Architectural Description  ( cont' d:)

t
paint applies over the years,  the sharp mouldings and interstices have 

all been obliterated.  

The house is. a modified U- shape resting on rectangular brick piers

with lattice infill .    Wall s on the first floor are. white clapboard.     

This fi nish is terminated at an 18 inch deep belt course,  the top mould-    

ing being a continuation of the second- floor window sills.   The corners

are terminated by 5 inch. corner boards simulating pilasters::.  Walls

of the second floor,  as well as the gable wall and dormers are finished

with natural finish .cedar shakes.   The 18 inch cornice at the eav.e is

composed of simpler membering than the belt course below.   The structural

system of the house is wood frame .and not accessible.

There is a brick_chimney on the north wall terminating in corbelling

and ter.ra cotta chimney pots.   A similar one is located at the eastern

end of the south wall .   There is also a small plain brick chimney on the

serivice wing to the est.       

The main . entrance door on . the east veranda is wood anel led withp

two Vertical panels . between the horizontal panels.   There is a fixed
J

transom above.   The rear west door is modern glass jalousies with a

fixed three light transom over the door.   All door trim is plain flat

wood except for the crown mould located overr the head trim. 

All vrindows are double hung sash.   Window trim is lain flat  ' ainbs,p J

heads and sills except at the second floor where the sills are a con-

tinuation of the belt. course.   There is also a projected crown moulding

over the east windows.    Dormer windows are framed by small pilasters

with .simple mou l.ded capital supporti.ng the projected cornice and the

raking cornice moulding in the pediment.    There are no shutters,  but

pintles are in place.    The porch across the east front returns around

the south side of the house.   On the east it consists of .four bays
s






















