HISTORIC PRESERVATION ELEMENT
DATA AND ANALYSIS

INFRODUCHON

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Town of Palm Beach Historic Preservation Element formally states Town policy with regard
to the protection of its historic and archaeological resources. This element is optional per section
163.3177, Fla. Stat., but serves as a tool for coordinating the actions and policies of the Town of
Palm Beach. Florida's 1975 Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act laid the foundation
for local preservation planning in the State. The Act lists required elements for inclusion in the
general plan, but also includes "historic preservation and scenic" as one of the options. The 1985
Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, which
amended a portion of the 1975 legislation, requires coastal communities to address the preservation
of historic and archeological resources. Although communities can fulfill the requirement by
addressing the issue of preservation in the Future Land Use, Housing and Coastal Management
Elements, the Town of Palm Beach has-deetded determined that a-separate elements would best
serve the community.

Increasingly in South Florida, historic and cultural resources are threatened by destruction due to
rapid growth in population and ensuing development. These resources are links to the past, making
communities unique, giving them a "sense of place," and providing a source of pride. More
importantly, historic resources allow for the education of present and future generations of their
place and time in the continuum of the human experience and societal development. The purpose
of historic preservation is not to halt growth or change, because it is recognized that both are
needed to keep a community alive. The purpose of historic preservation is to integrate the past
with the present and the future.
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UPDATED WITH NEW DATA AND ANALYSIS
GOAL

The goal of the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance is to protect the visual appearance of the Town
of Palm Beach through the perpetuation of properties of special, notable, aesthetic, architectural,

and/or hlstorlcal 51gn1ﬁcance H—N@%ﬂ&eﬁe&&e&eﬁﬂ&e—@ﬂm&ﬂeﬁe—meﬁfwa%e—pmpefﬁh

Legislation rewards owners of landmarked property with tax incentives, credits, and reductions as
a reward for preserving a piece of the nation's heritage. Further, Federal and State programs offer
financial and technical assistance to the owners of locally landmarked propertles l—n—mest—p}aees—

The landmarking process ensures that only those properties of true architectural or historic
significance are awarded the distinction, protection, and benefits allowed to the Town's designated
landmarks.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SOILS IS PROVIDED IN THE CONSERVATION ELEMENT
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THE TOWN HAS CONSULTANTS TO PERFORM THIS AND PROVIDED IN THIS
ELEMENT BELOW.
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TOWN STAFF CANNOT ACCESS THE INTERIOR OF PROPERTY AND CODE
ENFORCEMENT IS NOT ABLE TO EVALUATE THE STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF
HISTORIC BUILDINGS.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH

Historic preservation in the Town of Palm Beach is best appreciated with a look to the Town’s
early years. The first of the permanent pioneers arrived at the island of Palm Beach in 1872.
According to settler accounts, Palm Beach received its name from a shipwreck named the
"Providencia." The ship washed ashore in January 1878 with a load of coconuts bound from
Havana to Barcelona.

Early settlers lost no time salvaging and planting the coconuts, which were not native to South
Florida, in an effort to launch a commercial coconut industry. In 1880. the first hotel, the Coconut
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Grove House, opened to accommodate tourists. By the early 1890s, the community was well
established with several hotels, businesses, and winter residents. !

The pioneer era ended in 1894 with the opening of Henry M. Flagler’s Royal Poinciana Hotel and
the arrival of the Florida East Coast Railroad in 1896. The railroad tracks crossed Lake Worth to
allow trains to deliver their passengers directly to the Flagler System hotels, which included the
Palm Beach Inn directly on the ocean. It was soon renamed The Breakers, because so many guests
wrote asking for a room “down by the breakers.”. Fire destroyed the hotel in 1903. Henry Flagler
then ordered a larger, more luxurious hotel built at the same location, which opened for business
the following year. The hotel was again destroyed by fire in March 1925 and was replaced by the
stone masonry and steel structure which continues to serve as a Palm Beach landmark today. 2

During the early 1900s, Palm Beach architecture would

change with the influence of Addison Mizner. Mizner’s bold i We all have places that
use Qf Spanish, Italian, Moorish, Gothic, and Romanesque matter to us — pla ces that
architectural elements lead to the development of the

Mediterranean Revival Style that now dominates Palm deﬁne us, places that

Beach. Mizner was followed by a number of distinguished
architects including Maurice Fatio, Marion Sims Wyeth, John
Volk, Belford Shoumate, and Howard Chilton. These
architects left Palm Beach with a strong architectural heritage
that includes Art Deco, Art Moderne, Modern, Greek
Revival, French Neo-Classical, Bermuda, Tudor, Norman
Scandinavian, and Spanish Colonial architecture. 2

Residents saw the need for planning and architectural control
during those formative years. In 1928, the “Art Jury” was
established and charged with safeguarding the Town's
architecture. Members of the Art Jury included such iconic
architects as Addison Mizner, Maurice Fatio, and Charles
Perrochet. The Art Jury members assisted in architectural
critigue to ensure that the beauty and visual harmony that
made Palm Beach, Palm Beach was articulated in design.

Today, the Art Jury continues as two (2) similar, but distinct,
bodies, those being the Landmarks Preservation Commission

challenge us, places that
bring us together and tell
our story. These places
help form our identity
and our communities.
They create
opportunities for growth
and help us feel at home.
They explain our past
and serve as the
foundation of the future.

National Trust for Historic
Preservation Research & Policy Lab

(LPC) and the Architectural Commission (ARCOM), for those buildings not historically

significant but merit the need for architectural review to uphold the standards of the Town. The

history of these two (2) commissions started in the 1970s.

' Town of Palm Beach website, “Town of Palm Beach'’s History” and “Historic Preservation” webpages.

2 |bid
3 Town of Palm Beach, Florida 2010 Historic Sites Survey
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A strong advocate for the architectural, botanical, and cultural heritage of the Town is the
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach. It was founded in 1980 as an outcome of the community
needing a private advocacy organization to support the expanding historic preservation movement
in the Town. Within a year, a number of prominent citizens joined to create a charitable foundation,
the Preservation Foundation, with the goal of preserving the architectural history of Palm Beach
and educate its residents about their heritage. The first board members and officers of the
Foundation had been involved with the beginnings of the preservation movement and the
formation of the Landmarks Commission. LaBaron S. Willard, Jr., was one (1) of the first
Landmarks Commissioners who later became the first President of the Preservation Foundation.
LaBaron Willard Jr. is known for establishing the bridge between public and private preservation.

Through the generosity of hundreds of residents, the Preservation Foundation has been able to save
the following historically significant structures and places in the Town.

Town’s oldest house, Sea Gull Cottage

The historic Town Hall

Earl E.T. Smith Park

A Heritage Education program for fourth-grade
school children

The Little Red Schoolhouse,

The Pan’s Garden

The Phipps Ocean Park

PRESERVATION
FOUNDATION
OF PALM BEACH

Enowledge. Stewardship. Culture.

YVVV VVVYV

TOWN OF PALM BEACH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ELEMENT

In 1979, as the national preservation movement was progressing with the passage of the Secretary
of Interior’s Standards for Historic Preservation Projects, so too was Florida embarking on new
approach to conservation and management through the mandated comprehensive planning act.
With regard to Palm Beach, Town leadership was similarly working to combat the loss of the
Town of Palm Beach’s historic resources.

The local planning component of the early Florida system was established with the 1975 Local
Government Comprehensive Planning Act. The Act mandated that each local government in
Florida adopt a local comprehensive plan by 1979, and that all development permits and land
development regulations be consistent with the plan and the elements of the plan.

Fo-begin: The Town of Palm Beach Historic Preservation Element formally states Town policy
with regard to the protection of its historic and archaeological resources. This element is optional
per sections 163.3177, Fla. Stat., but serves as a tool for coordinating the actions and policies of
the Town of Palm Beach. Florida's 1975 Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act laid the
foundation for local preservation planning in the State.

The Act lists required elements for inclusion in the general plan, but also includes "historic
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preservation and scenic" as one of the options. The 1985 Local Government Comprehensive
Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, which amended a portion of the 1975 legislation,
requires coastal communities to address the preservation of historic and archeological resources.
Although communities can fulfill the requirement by addressing the issue of preservation in the
Land Use, Housing and Coastal Management elements, the Town of Palm Beach thought it best to
have a separate element to serve the community.

Certified Local Government

The passage of the Certified Local Government (CLG) program as a part of the National Historic
Preservation Act in 1980 further strengthened historic preservation by linking the three (3) levels
of government, federal, state, and local into a preservation partnership. The preservation effort
focuses on the identification, evaluation and protection of historic properties and archaeological
sites. Designation as a Certified Local Government, either as a municipality or a county, makes
historic preservation a public policy through passage of a historic preservation ordinance.

Florida’s Certified Local Government program has assisted in the survey, designation, and
preservation of thousands of historic and cultural resources and to increase public awareness of
the importance of historic preservation. By identifying historic resources in the Town’s
comprehensive plan, proposed development projects are reviewed for consistency with
preservation goals and strategies.

The Town Council adopted a Historic Preservation Ordinance (Palm Beach Code, Chapter 54,
Historic Preservation, Section 54-36) with the purpose to study and protect Palm Beach’s most
significant architectural achievements, and ensure that the heritage of Palm Beach would not be
lost for future generations. Since that time, the ordinance has been amended a number of times in
an effort to clarify the purpose of the ordinance and its requirements.

The Historic Preservation Ordinance provides for the appointment by the Town Council of a
Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC). The purpose of creating a Landmarks Preservation
Commission was to protect historic resources with intrinsic aesthetic, or architectural character,
and to better facilitate the upkeep and maintenance of those structures so designated. The ordinance
lists the following as the goals of historic preservation in the Town.

*

+» Safeguard and enhance that which reflects the Town's history and heritage.

s Stabilize and improve property values.

s Foster civic pride in the notable accomplishments of the Town's past.

«» Protect the Town's attraction to residents and visitors.

+ Strengthen the economy of the Town.

s Promote the education, pleasure and welfare of residents and visitors.
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Landmarks Preservation Commission

The LPC is comprised of seven (7) members, six (6) of whom must be Town of Palm Beach
residents. The LPC meets monthly to identify significant structures, subject them to a set of
objective criteria, and designate the worthiest as landmarks of the Town of Palm Beach. To be
considered as a landmarked building, the structure must have an important historical association,
or be an outstanding example of architectural design, or the significant work of a notable architect
or master craftsman.

The LPC has a similar process for determining historic districts and scenic vistas. A historic district
i1s_intended to protect a specific geographic area that is highly concentrated with significant
structures. However, not all buildings within the boundaries of the district need necessarily fulfill
the criteria for individual designation. Besides recommending the designation of worthy
properties, the LPC also reviews changes and alterations to existing Landmark properties, issues
Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) for work to be done and oversees the Town’s Tax
Abatement program.

Should the LPC determine that a building is worthy of study, the property is proposed for landmark
designation, studied by staff, and later discussed at a subsequent public hearing. At that public
hearing, the LPC votes on whether or not to recommend to the Town Council that the building
under consideration be designated a Landmark of the Town of Palm Beach. The LPC’s
recommendation must then be ratified by the Town Council in order to be effectuated.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission reviews proposed changes to buildings, landscaping,
garden walls, pools, fountains, driveways, signs, etc. in response to a property owner's request for
a Certificate of Appropriateness. The Commission holds no jurisdiction over the interior building
spaces of any property but does review changes and modifications to courtyards. The development
order is in the form of a Certificate of Appropriateness. As of September 2023, 365 landmark
properties, sites, and vistas are protected under the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the Town
of Palm Beach as displayed on Map 3.1 of the Map Series.

The Town of Palm Beach and Palm Beach County have passed a Property Tax Abatement program
that is available to local property owners for the restoration, renovation or rehabilitation of their
Landmarked properties. This benefit will abate tax increases on the improvements to the property
for a ten-year period. The Abatement is conveyed through a covenant that accompanies the deed
to the property and may be transferred to future owners during the Abatement time period.

Proposed improvements must comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and be approved through the COA process as established by the Town of Palm
Beach LPC.

The Effects of Landmarking have been recognized and are provided as follows.

» Preserve important buildings in the community.
> Preserve property values by discouraging redevelopment and increases in density.
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Stabilize and improve property values based on appraisal information.

Require Landmarks Commission review of exterior alterations and new construction.
Require exterior only review.

Substitute Landmarks Commission review for Architectural Commission review.

Offer restoration and rehabilitation information to property owners.

Allow normal maintenance without review by the Landmarks Commission.

Provide a mechanism for quick administrative approval, usually for minor changes ($2,000
or less) such as security lighting, driveways, etc.

Encourage historic research and community pride.

Preserve the historic and cultural integrity of Palm Beach

VVVVVVYY

Y VY

In 1971-1974, local resident Barbara Hoffstot, with Roger Grunke, surveyed the Town. Every
structure was surveyed, although not all were recorded. Priority was placed on those structures
known or believed to be significant to the Town, state, and/or nation. The work long preempted
the Town’s Landmark Preservation Ordinance and was in fact a catalyst in creating it and to the
resulting book, Landmark Architecture of Palm Beach (1974). There were three (3) Editions to the
book. The first Edition was written in 1974, the Second Edition is 1980 and the Third and Final
Edition in 1991.

The Town began to survey all structures at least 50 years old in 1979. Nine years later, in 1988, a
second survey was commissioned as an update. There are several methodologies for survey. One
(1) approach is the thematic survey, which identifies all historic properties of a specific type. A
more common survey is the geographic type, which results in a comprehensive recording of all
significant themes and associated properties within established geographic boundaries, such as a
subdivision, neighborhood, or town limit.

Approximately every decade, these surveys are updated. Each survey report holds valuable
information relating to the development of Palm Beach. Additional reports referenced are also
listed below. These reports are located on file within the State Division of Historical Resources,
Site File Department and include the following.

1981: Historic Buildings Survey of Palm Beach: by Eliza Smith with Landmarks Planning,. In.,
Manuscript No. 02784

1988: Historic Buildings Survey: by John Johnson with the Historic Palm Beach County
Preservation Board, Manuscript No. 03025

1994: Cultural Resource Assessment of Proposed Maintenance on the Rovyal Park Bridge across
Lake Worth in Palm Beach County; by Karen Webster Milano and Ken Campbell with Group
Enterprises, Inc., Manuscript No. 4244

1997: Historic Sites Survey: by Jane S. Day, Susan Krassy, Sandra Norman, and Teresa Van Dyke
with Research Atlantica, Inc.. Manuscript No. 05258
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2004: Historic Sites Survey; Jane S. Day with Research Atlantica, Inc., Manuscript No. 11231

2006: Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of State Road A1A (South County Road) from North
of State Road 80 (Southern Boulevard) to State Road 704 (Rovyal Palm Way) Palm Beach County,
Florida: by SEARCH: Manuscript No. 13980

2007: Cultural Resource Assessment Survey for Flagler Memorial Bridge, Palm Beach County,
Florida, by Janus Research; Manuscript No. 14808

2008: Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of S.R. 80 Bridges PD&E. by Florida Department of
Transportation District IV; Manuscript No. 15645

2010: Historic Site Survey: by Jane S. Day and Research Atlantica, Inc.

2020: Town of Palm Beach Historic Site Survey; by Meghan Powell, Meagan Scott and Patricia
Davenport-Jacobs with Environmental Services, Inc.

In addition, the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach funded a study in 2014 that analyzed the
demolitions and new construction on the northend of the island between October 2008 and July
2014. Seventy-two structures were identified within the area extending from the northern tip of
the island to Sunset Avenue. * In 2021, the Preservation Foundation sponsored a report on the
impacts of landmarking on property values in Palm Beach.

The most recent Survey conducted in 2020 was performed as a geographical survey to identify and
evaluate the significance of the extant structures within the incorporated limits of the Town of
Palm Beach constructed in or prior to 1979. Historic and current USGS maps were obtained to
ascertain the nature and extent of properties throughout the project area, and changes to the built
environment that have occurred over the past forty-one years. The review suggested 2,134 parcels
contained historic resources that met the survey criteria. Information collected in the field included
parcel identification, architectural data, stylistic influence, address, and present and original use.
Ghost-line inspections and visual assessments provided information on alterations, additions, and
development over time. The condition of each building, a subjective professional evaluation, was
assessed based upon visual inspection of structural integrity, roof surfacing, exterior wall fabric,
porches, window treatments, foundation, and the general appearance of the building.

Historically Significant Buildings

One of the reasons for many of the older homes being demolished in the Town of Palm Beach
comes from the fact that once the proposed cost of a renovation exceeds 50 percent of the value of
the building, that structure must be elevated to meet the base flood elevation for that location,
referred to as a "substantial improvement". As such, this issue causes many owners to decide to
demolish an old home and build new.

4 Town of Palm Beach Historic Site Survey, Environmental Services, Inc. 2020
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The reason is due to the fact that raising or elevating these older buildings (many built with
concrete and masonry block or tile) can be very difficult and expensive. Further, often these
buildings structurally cannot be raised to a higher elevation. It is simply easier and less expensive
to demolish the building and build a new building that complies with FEMA.

Prior to 2020, in the Town of Palm Beach, there were only two (2) categories of buildings, those
that are Landmarked and those that were not. At that time, the Historical Preservation Code,
Chapter 54, identified and detailed regulations for Landmarked buildings only. Older homes, that
were not Landmarked, did not qualify for the same FEMA and building code protections granted
to a Landmarked building as these structures were not identified or defined.

In November of 2019, Planning, Zoning and Building staff proposed the creation of a new category
of building, called "Historically Significant Buildings"; that would not rise to the status and tax
abatement level of a Landmarked building, but rather these structures could be provided the
exceptions found in the FEMA and Florida Building Codes to preserve them. On August 12, 2020,
Ordinance No. 02-2020 was adopted by the Town Council that created Historic Conservation
Districts and provided for the designation of historically significant buildings.

The goal was to create a new category of historic buildings and assign the FEMA and building
code protections to these buildings. What has been witnessed is that more older homes have been
preserved and the indirect result has been building lots not being raised several feet to
accommodate the new construction. The raising of buildings can affect stormwater runoff with
neighboring properties, which often adversely changes the look and character of Palm Beach.

With this new legislation, when a building addition to these historic homes is proposed, a flood
variance may be requested if the addition is in keeping with the historic character and architecture
of the older building. Map 3.3 of the Map Series identifies properties that have taken advantage of
this innovative historic designation. As of July 2023, there are 48 Historically Significant

Buildings.

Historic Markers

The Town of Palm Beach participates in the Florida Historical Marker Program, which is part of
the Division of Historical Resources. The program is designed to raise public awareness of
Florida’s rich cultural history and to enhance the enjoyment of our historic sites by citizens and
tourists. These markers allow the story to be told of the places and people who created Florida that
what is enjoyed today, by identifying the churches, schools, archaeological sites, battlefields, and
homes that represent the past.

Currently the Town maintains the following 12 historic markers, which are depicted on Map 3.4
of the Map Series.

1. Bethesda-By-The-Sea — This Marker was erected in 1967 by Seminole Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution. East of the marker is the Episcopal Church of
Bethesda-By-The-Sea built in 1894.
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Cocoanut Grove House — This Marker was erected in 2011 by the Seminole Chapter,
NSDAR and the Florida Department of State. The Cocoanut Grove House was once
Florida’s only hotel on the east coast between Titusville and Key West. Originally built in
1876 as a private residence for the “Cap” Dimick family. Dimick was one of the co-
founders of Palm Beach and served in the Florida State Legislature from 1890-1903 and
the first mayor after its incorporation in 1911. The Cocoanut Grove house opened as an inn
after adding eight rooms to the building. In 1882, Dimick then sold the inn to Commodore
Charles Clark, another Palm Beach pioneer. Flagler later rented the hotel for his workers
while they were building the Royal Poinciana Hotel. In 1893 the Cocoanut Grove House
was destroyed by fire.

Duck’s Nest —  This
Marker was erected in
1980 by the Town of Palm
Beach. The Duck’s Nest is
the oldest standing house in
Palm Beach built in 1891

B < 5 SR :

by Henry Maddock for his ] DUCK’S NEST
home. Parts of the house % :

bl d N J - OLDEST STANDING HOUSE IN PALM BEACH
WEre assemble in New o 7 = BUILT IN 1891 BY HENRY MADDOCK FOR HIS HOME.

1 PARTS OF THE HOUSE WERE ASSEMBLED IN NEW YORK

York and brought by.barge o d 4 3 AND BROUGHT BY BARGE TO PALM BEACH
to Palm Beach’ as thls was A P . AS THIS WAS THE ONLY MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION.

h 7]
the only means of transport O MARKER PLACED BY THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH
at that time. ‘

Episcopal  Church  of
Bethesda-By-The-Sea  —
This Marker was erected
in 1984 by Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials. The church was constructed in
1889 on the western shore of the LLake Worth lagoon and was the first Protestant church
building in southeast Florida.

Flagler Memorial Bridge — This Marker was erected in 2017 by Florida Department of
Transportation, the Town of Palm Beach and the City of West Palm Beach. The bridge was
completed in 1938 under the Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal Program. Colonel
Edward Bradley, considered a prominent figure in the development of Palm Beach, donated
gateway pylons with wrought iron lanterns to enhance the appearance of the Palm Beach
side of the bridge. In 2007, Flagler Memorial Bridge was determined to be eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Henry Morrison Flagler — The bronze statue was installed 1959 by the National Railways
Historical Society. The Marker was erected in 2014 by St. Augustine Art Association.
Henry Flagler was a founding partner in Standard Oil, the largest and most profitable
corporation in history. Flagler’s greatest impact on American society was the development
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of the entire Eat Cost of Florida, establishing tourism, government, and agriculture. Flagler
built Florida’s first work class hotels and resorts, connecting them with his East Coast

Railway.

Little Red Schoolhouse — This Marker was erected in 2010 by the preservation Foundation
of Palm Beach and the Florida Department of State. The Little Red Schoolhouse was the
first one-room school built in southeast Florida. The school served families around Lake
Worth until 1901. It was then turned into a gardener’s shed on the John S. Phipps property.
In 1960, the structure was moved to Phipps Ocean Park and renovated by the Gardeners
Society of Palm Beach. The schoolhouse will be relocated en-the-site—of to the Phipps
Ocean Park site to make way for the restoration and enhancement of this 26-acre regional

park.

Paramount Theatre — This Marker was erected in 1973 by the Department of Interior. The
Paramount Theatre was built in 1927 and has been placed on the National Register of
Historic Places by the United States Department of Interior since 1973.

Rovyal Poinciana Hotel — This Marker was erected in 1961 by Florida Board of Parks and
Historic Memorials. The Royal Poinciana Hotel was built by Henry Flagler and opened in
1894. It was one of the largest wooden structures in the world at the time, accommodating
2,000 guests and a dining room able to scat 1,600 people. The hotel was in use until 1929-
1930 season and was demolished in 1936.

Sea Gull Cottage — This Marker was erected in 1992 by the National Society of Colonial
Dames of America in cooperation with the Florida Department of State. The Sea Gull
cottage was constructed in 1886 by pioneer R.R. McCormick and then purchased by Henry
Flagler in 1893 to become the first winter residence in Palm Beach. In 1984, the Sea Gull
was moved and restored by the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach and is now the
Parish House of the Royal Poinciana Chapel.

Site of the Palm Beach Pier — This Marker was erected in 1991 by the Palm Beach Board
of Realtors. The pier opened to the public in 1925 and extended out 1,095 feet into the
Atlantic Ocean. For over 40 years, the pier was a favorite town attraction, featuring a coffee
shop, cocktail lounge, restaurant, tackle shop and fisherman’s lockers. A series of

destructive storms and hurricanes gradually eroded the structure, causing it to be removed
in 1969.

The Royal Poinciana Chapel - This Marker was erected in 1975 by Seminole Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution. This Interdenominational Chapel was the earliest
church organization in Dade County, of which Palm Beach County was once a part. The
chapel was founded in 1884 under the auspices of the Home Missionary Society of the
Congregational Church by Reverend A.B. Dilley.
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Archeological Sites

The Town of Palm Beach has maintained a register of 29 known archeological sites as of 2023 as
depicted on Map 3.5 of the Map Series, that were mapped and evaluated during a survey supported
by the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources. Thirteen sites are found on
the Atlantic side of the island. Twelve sites are on the Intracoastal side of the island, and four (4)
are in the central or north central part of the island. Of the 29 known archaeological sites, at least
six (6) have historic archaeological components including four (4) with 17th century artifacts and
at least four (4) with nineteenth and early twentieth century artifacts associated with the founding
of Palm Beach. Human remains can occur at any prehistoric site; however, there are at least nine
(9) sites with associated human remains of which three (3) are remnant burial mounds and six (6)
other sites have human remains. All human remains are subject to the provisions of section 872.05,
Fla. Stat.

Pursuant to Code Section 18-2020, the Town's Comprehensive Plan requires compliance with the
requirements of § Fla. Stat. 872.05, as amended. State law requires an archaeological assessment
for known archaeological sites and/or potential archaeological sites. That assessment is a Phase 1
or reconnaissance level that results in a report presented to the Planning, Zoning and Building
Department prior to the issuance of any permits for demolition, including those below ground,
excavations, tree removal, or other ground disturbing activities.

Based on the assessment report, a determination will be made by the Planning, Zoning and
Building Director, or the Director's designee, as to whether monitoring and/or additional testing
(Phase II) needs to be done. In some cases, a Phase Il assessment may be required based on a site's
potential or known significance.

A Phase I1I assessment is required only if found to be highly significant, such as human remains.
If human remains are uncovered, those remains are subject to Florida's Unmarked Human Graves
Act, and should be avoided, if possible. If not feasible, those remains should be reinterred in a
secure part of the property under the coordination of the consultant archaeologist and tribal

representative.

Historic and Specimen Trees

Since the 1980s, the Town of Palm Beach has recognized the value and needed protection of certain
trees as historic or specimen. The distinction is that an historic tree means one that has been
determined in the judgement of the Town Manager and a representative of the Garden Club of
Palm Beach to be of notable public interest because of its historic association and has been so
designated by action of the Town Council. In comparison, a specimen tree means one that has been
determined in the judgment of the Town Manager and a representative of the Garden Club of Palm
Beach to be of high value because of its type, size, age, or other professional criteria, and has been
so designated by action of the Town Council. Pursuant to Code Section 126-58. the Town does not
permit directly or indirectly, any historic or specimen tree to be cut down, removed, or moved, or
effectively destroyed through damage without prior written permission duly obtained by
application to and after a hearing before the Town Council.
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PATHFORWARD - SUMMARY

By preserving what is the architectural heritage of Palm Beach, the value of the surrounding
community is enhanced and sustained. In doing so the Town should continue to ensure the
protection of historically significant and landmarked structures through the review and approval
by LPC. Additionally, the Town should continue protecting the historic architecture and charm of
residential structures, through promoting future landmark designations and the periodic Historic
Site Surveys to identify structures of significance to the Town of Palm Beach, the historyofthe
state of Florida, and te-all-people-of the United States. With regard to archeological resources, as
redevelopment will continue in the Town, it is imperative to ensure enforcement of Code Section
18-1020. Equally significant is enforcing enforcementoftree the protection for of the Town’s
historic and specimen trees should-alse-be which is now recognized in the Goals, Objectives and
Policies.
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