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NAME OF STRUCTURE
Arthur B.  Claflin Residence

ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE tt II

se

800 South County Road
Palm Beach,  Palm Beach County,  Florida     '    1=10 - \   5•  \,_

3314.80

hLEGAL DESCRIPTION S\ 1-: k

3543- 43 S.  200 ft,  of N.  691, 52 ft,  of Gov.  Lot 1 W.  of
C•..  .

County Road,  less S.  151, 68 ft.  of Ely 131, 53 ft,   -

PRESENT OWNER
Mrs E. P.  Mackintosh/   

772. Y

Plankinton Trust,  Plankinton Building

1  •      
161 West Wisconsin Avenue

Milwalkee,  Wis.  53203

ARCHITECT
Addison Mizner

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
1923

1 FUNCTION
Private Residence

ZONING
R- A Estate Residential

1
PREVIOUS SURVEYS
NRHP Inventory 1972
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1

800 South County Road

Architectural Descriptionp

IThis structure at 800 South County Road,  originally designed

for Arthur B.  Claflin by Addison Mizner in 1923,   is a prime

Iexample of eclectic Medeterranean architecture.

IThe building is two stories and rambls across the site,
from approximately the center of the property to the shore of
Lake Worth.  Expressed as bold masses,  this rather large structure

is still not imposing.  Stucco is the major exterior finish

Ii
material and clay barrel tile is used exclusively on the hipped
roofs.

9
1

Window forms are varied but typically casement windows

are used.  Windows at the outside perimeter of the structure
11

have virtually no ornament while those at the courtyard elevations
I,

are richly and decoratively detailed.  These window motifs

1i
range from simple arched lintels with engaged columns at either

side to cast stone reliefs in a Moorish style with decorative

1-
insets.

Addison Mizner has once again employed several of his.

design principles in creating this structure.  The most evident

is the opposition of the strong massing of the overall structure

with the fine detailing and intimate scale of the enclosed and semi-U
scourtyards.   It is in these courtyards,enclosed y where the scale

is smaller,  that colors,  forms,  textures,  materials,   shape,

Li shade,   shadow and view are exploited to their fullest.  Brick paving

contrasts with the smooth stucco surface of the walls and relates

I directly to the roof tile above.  Window forms and ornament are

used as focal elements,  as are stairways and balconies with

L
decorative wrought iron railings.

1-  Planting is extensive and aids in establishing an overall

feelingof tropical living.  The overall composition of structureP g

I-
to site,   solid to void,  mass to detail and material to material

make this one of the prime examples of the architecture of

I

17
Addison Mizner.  Closely related in concept to 450 Worth Avenue,
the  " Casa de Leoni",  these structures are definately two of a kind.



I.
800 South County Road

Architectural Analysis

Originally the Arthur Claflin residence,  this home designed

by Addison Mizner in 1923 is a unique example of the architecture

Iof Mizner.

This two story stucco structure is located directly on
Lake Worthand its facade on the lakefront is a series of three-

block masses and open courtyards.  The architectural composition  •  .

is unified in height and through the use of similar materials

on both the wall and roof planes.  Hipped' clay barrel tile roofs

with overhanging cypress beams are typical throughout.  Although

this is' a large structure,-  it maintains a low profile onits

site.  This profile is emphasized horizontally but has several

chimney masses which give vertical interest.

The fenestration of the : structure is both very organized,

IIin some places,  and random in others,  at the same time.  Window

gforms range from rectangular to arched and afford both wideformsg

ranging views to the lake and intimate views to the inner court-
111yards.   It is in these inner courtyard areas that intimate scale

spaceswith finelydetailed elements are used to contrast the

bold massing of the overall composition.  Severalareas have

Venetian decorative elements at the window and door surrounds which

add focalpoints at key locations.  Wrought . iron work at balcony

and stair: railings ..further adds to the visualrichness within the

courts.

1
The bold massing,   simple use of materials . and overall

I architectural concepts of Addison Mizner make this structure a

prime example of eclectic Medeterranean design with Venetian

Iovertones.

ICuriously,.. this and the much smaller.  Casa de Leoni,  are

Mizner' s only designs which ,place; the house directly on the
water.  He does it so well here that one wonderswhy he designed
so fewthis way.




















