Roderic M. Oneglia ® PHA Kirkland House ® 101 Worth Avenue ® Palm Beach, FL 33480
TOWN OF PALM BEACH

March 1, 2023 MAR 06 2023

Town Manager’s Office

Mayor Danielle Moore
Town of Palm Beach
360 South County Road
Palm Beach, FL 33480

REF: Proposed Renovations to 125 Worth Avenue by Worth Avenue Partners LLC
(The Frisbie Group)

Zoning Application ZON-23-032
ARCOM Application ARC-23-022

Dear Mayor Moore,

We are writing to ask that the Town Council reject Zoning Application Zon-23-032 and
ARCOM Application ARC-23-022 submitted by 125 Worth Avenue Partners, LLC (The Frisbie
Group) for “revitalization, renovation and expansion of a 48 year old nonconforming commercial
building at 125 Worth Avenue in Palm Beach” at its meeting on March 15, 2023.

As indicated in their Letter of Intent, in order to achieve this “revitalization, renovation and
expansion”, the Frisbie Group is requesting, and requires, two (2) Special Exceptions and ten
(10) Variances to various Palm Beach codes. The work itself intends a gross expansion of the
building’s square footage and height.

Prior to discussing Special Exceptions and Variances, however, it is our opinion that these
Applications should be rejected out of hand, prior to consideration, because the Letter of
Intent and the Applications themselves are based on information and statements which are
incorrect, if not false.

Examples: The Frisbie Group repeatedly states throughout their Applications that the existing
building at 125 Worth Avenue is “an existing four-story retail/office building”, “this building

already contains four stories”, “the grandfathered fourth story”, “when this building was
constructed in 1973, a fourth story was included”.



Let’s cut to the chase:

The 125 WORTH AVENUE BUILDING IS NOT AN EXISTING OR GRAND-
FATHERED FOUR STOREY BUILDING NO MATTER HOW ONE TRIES TO
STRETCH IT.

The Palm Beach County Property Record Card provided by the Appraisers Office at 301 North
Olive Avenue in West Palm Beach (Item 1, copy attached) shows the building as having two
(underground) parking level floors, one smaller parking level (several spaces at ground level) and
three levels of office building. There is no mention of a fourth floor, not even the small
structure which covers the mechanical equipment that sits on the ROOF.

Further proof that the existing building on 125 Worth Avenue is a three story building is as
follows:

1. The Frisbies have been taxed since their purchase ot 125 Worth Avenue on a three
story building (Item 2, copy attached)

2. SITE HISTORY for 125 Worth Avenue presented on page 37 of the Frisbies’ own
current Application (Item 3 copy attached) additionally states:

“DATE: 1-JUN-72:

Building Permit issued to George Culverhouse for 3 level office building
with 2 levels of parking and mechanical penthouse.”

3. The 125 Worth Avenue Appraisal Report dated December 21, 2022 (merely three
months ago), prepared by Aucamp, Dellenback and Whitney and found on page 94 of
the Frisbies’ own current application (Item 4, copy attached) states:

“In 1974 the subject (office property 125 Worth Avenue) was improved with a
three-story office/bank/retail building containing 53,612 St gross over a two story
underground parking garage containing 63,720 SF. ...The first floor consists of
retail/bank uses and the upper floors consist of office uses. The property also has a
small amount of enclosed space on the 4™ floor (rooftop*) where the chiller is
currently located consisting of 3037 SF and is not rentable in “as is” condition.”

*]t is critical that the words “4" floor” (rooftop) above are specifically qualified as
(rooftop) because this corroborates the Assessor’s report noted above which does



not even mention the mechanical covering because it is not a fourth floor.

And, in addition, when Jaime of Fairfax, Sammons & Partners (Architects)
presented the plans for 125 Worth Avenue to ARCOM on 2-22-23, he specifically
referred to the “rooftop” and not the fourth floor several times. (PLEASE
LISTEN TO THE AUDIO OF THE ARCOM MEETING IN THE TOWN
OF PALM BEACH RECORDS!)

The National Construction Code defines a floor or storey of a building as “a
space between one floor level and the floor level next above”. The floor level

next above the actual third floor of 125 Worth Avenue is the concrete roof deck.
Above that there is only sky. Therefore that rooftop is not a forth floor. Now, it
may be convenient for the Frisbies to attempt to claim the mechanical covering
otrnntniee ac a fanrth flanr in an attemnt fo handwinle the Tawn Conneil hut the
National Construction Code goes on to specifically state “technical areas on the
topmost stories of buildings which accommodate only service units or
equipment (such as heating, ventilating , lift equipment, water tanks etc. are
considered to have a low level of occupancy and fire load. Therefore, they are
not included when calculating the rise in stories.”

We would hope that the Town Council NOT fall prey to the Frisbies claim,
because many buildings in Palm Beach have mechanical equipment and elevator
shafts “enclosed” on their roofs and if these are deemed to be “floors”, every single
building owner in Town with enclosed mechanical structures or elevator covers
would be allowed to claim the right to add an additional floor or multiple floors to
their buildings. If so, goodbye Palm Beach as we know it.

Leasing Data at the time the building was built listed the building as a three-
floor building.

Example:

Showecase.com: “This unique three-story office and retail building property is
located on the most prestigious street in the country. 125 Worth Avenue offers
private, independent suites for lease as well as a premier Palm Beach address on
the world famous Worth Avenue. ... Building Details: Stories 3; Total Building
Size 50,017 SF; Type: Oftice. 1974.



6. A Palm Beach Daily News article (Item 5, Copy Attached) at the time of the
Frisbie purchase is headlined:

EXCLUSIVE: Frisbie Group pays $30.7 million for Worth Avenue
building and goes on to state:

“The Frisbie family company bought the three-story, 50,017 square foot
building from Boca Raton-based Crocker Partners... The purchase price means
the Frisbie Group paid about $614 per square foot...”

Let’s do a quick calculation: Indeed, $614 per square foot for a 50,000+/- square
foot building is $30.7 million for a three-storv hnilding.

But, so as not to make the Town Council go blind reading all this three-story data
compiled from Town agencies and corroborated by independent sources, let’s cut to the
chase once again.

When asked at a meeting held at Kirkland House on January 30, 2023 when Rob
Frisbie, Cody Crowell and Josh Martin of the Frisbie Group presented one of the
Group’s ever-changing plans to a room packed with Kirkland House and 400 Building
owners, all three of the Frisbie members stated that though 125 Worth Avenue was built
as a three story building, “it is now considered by the Town of Palm Beach to be a four
story building.” (Ms. Zeidman of the Town Council attended that meeting.) When we
asked for proof as to how this decision came about, there was no response.

A group of us from the Kirkland House subsequently met at the Frisbie headquarters on
February 16, 2023 and again asked for proof as to how this supposed “change” came
about. There was no clear response, though we were told that a Mr. Paul Castro made
the decision when he served as Zoning Manager of the Town of Palm Beach. We
decided to contact the Town records office to obtain official records of this supposed
change in stories,

When Elaine Gunnoe, Kirkland House Manager, mentioned this to Mr. Wayne
Bergman, Director of Planning and Zoning for the Town of Palm Beach at the ARCOM
meeting on 2-22-23, his response was “Don’t waste your time.” He later stated that Mr.



Castro’s decision was “verbal”.

Nonetheless, following TOWN protocol, the next day, 2-23-23, Ms. Gunnoe did request
‘written documentation of this so-called decision to consider the building a four story
building instead of three from Mr. David Donta, Records Clerk, Town of Palm Beach.
(Item 6, copy attached) which states:

“The Kirkland House heard that Paul Castro, when employed in the Planning,
Zoning & Building Department, rendered an opinion about the 125 Worth Avenue
building being a four story building. Does a letter exist stating this and could we obtain
a copy of the lefter?”

Now, tirst and foremost, isn’t it interesting that one man’s “verbal” decision might
possibly determine what the number of floors are in a Palm Beach building? On Worth
Avenue? “The most prestigious street in the country™? But when no actual
documentation was provided after a week, a representative from the 400 Building, Mr.

Barry Kean, called personally on David Donta, at 360 South County Road to request the
same records.

Mr. Kean said that Mr. Donta was “very gracious” but said it would take him some days
to find the records requested. In fact, Mr. Donta told Mr, Kean that he would have to
wait until Mr, Castro came into the building and that, though Mr. Castro was no longer
in Town service, he expected him in the following week.

On March 2, 2023, Ms. Gunnoe finally received a response from Mr. Donta (Item 7,
Copy Attached) stating:

“I spoke with Paul Castro about the letter. He doesn’t recall anything.”

Wow! Our opinion as taxpaying citizens of Palm Beach? If there are no actual Town
documents showing proper legal protocol to change a building’s height from
three floors to four, there is NO FOURTH FLOOR. Period.

7. And one last thought. It is interesting, too, that a



Palm Beach Daily News article dated March 4, 2022 entitled “It’s
bittersweet: Zoning Manager Paul Castro set to retire from Palm Beach
after 27 years  (Item 8, Copy Attached)

states: “Castro said his main priority throughout his long tenure with the town
was to ensure that redevelopment would remain in character with its goals,
which include keeping Palm Beach small and town-serving.”

By allowing The Frisbie Group to present Zoning and ARCOM applications requesting
two (2) Special Exceptions and ten (10) variances to existing Palm Beach codes by
calling the building requiring those exceptions and variances a four-story building when
it is in fact a three-story building the Town Council might make Mr. Castro’s words

“4—(\ r3n nnu-nnn” AN “E‘ 1{1‘-\ 1o aarr Ir\(‘r” 'T'lq ot v 1/1 1'\::. o faivﬂl-\]m htﬁlf\l:\f]ﬂﬂf tn cat
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The redevelopment the Frisbies propose at 125 Worth requires a gross expansion of
footprint and height and is based on the claim that the building is an existing four story
building, which it is not.

If the Town Council allows this to proceed it would be an insult to all honest, taxpaying
citizens of Palm Beach.

The Town Council must reject these applications without further dithering or face
potential, serious legal challenge.

Thank you.

Fad s

Roderic M. Oneglia
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Full Property Detail

Property Detail
{Show Full Map

Location Address 125 WORTH AYI’:g
Municipality " PALMBEAGH
Parcel Control Number 50-43-43-23-05-016-0380
silbdivision ROYAL PARK ADD TO P B

IN
Official Records Book/Page 29440/ 149
Sale Date OCT-2017

ROYAL PARK ADD LTS 38

Legal Description TO 48 INC BLK 16

[Nearby Sales Search




" Owner Information

Owner(s)

Mailing Address

125 WORTH PARTNERS LLC 439 WORTH AVE
| PALM BEACH FL 33480 4519

Sales Information

Sales Date Price OR Book/Page  Sale Type <}

OCT-2017
0CT-2004
SEP-1993
JUL-1984
SEP-1982

YARINTITF SO0

$30,700,000 29440/00149<_)  WARRANTY DEED
$13,650,000 17699/01403(.},  WARRANTY DEED
$7,800,000 07897 /00487(.;  WARRANTY DEED

$14,100,000 04299 /00808{ )  WARRANTY DEED
$9,000,000 03801/01072(,  WARRANTY DEED

94,100,000 UZ52Y / UUZ1 18,

Change of Address

Owner

125 WORTH PARTNERS LLC
WHALOU PROPERTIES Il LLC

NOTE: Sales do not generally appear in the PAPA database until approximately 1 to 3 weeks after the
closing date. If a recent sale does not show up in this list, please allow more time for the sale record
to be processed.

Exemption Information

{
i
H

:

Portability Calculator

No Exemption Information Available.




Sﬁbaféé and Sq. Fodiéég‘\.‘;;éuildlng 1 ” Structural Element for Sketch for Building 1

. Sq. Building 1

Code Description Footage e ey . _]
PARKING LEVEL FLOORS 0 OFFICE H-R N e I
PARKING LEVEL FLOORS/ 0 2. o7 240 I o I
PARKING LEVEL FLOORS' 0 Lo
OFFICES 10221 Sorr_y.fg?tﬁ:irr;hcsfjilabte
OFFICES 19590

OFFICES | 19590

Total Square Footage : 49401

Number
of Units
Total
Square 49401
Feet*

AGiES  U.7891
Property

Us
Co

0 | View Building Details

Ze 1700 {OFFICE BLDG-NON MEDICAL 1 TO 3 STORIES/

7%

C-WA - COMMERCIAL WORTH AVE ( 50-PALM
BEACH )

* May indicate living area in residential properties.

Request Structural Details Change

Appraisals ¢

Show 5 year | Show 10 year

Tax Year 2022 2021 - 2020 2019 2018
Improvement Value $18,107,174 $15,588,259 $15,776,273 $15,367,268 $15,123,930
Land Value $13,184,181 $10,059,665 $9,490,250 $9,038,219 $8,774,906
Total Market Value $31,291,355 $25,647,924 $25,266,523 $24,405,487 $23,898,836

All values are as of January 1st each year

Assessed and Taxable Values

Show 5 year | Show 10 year

Tax Year 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018
Assessed Value $28,212,716 $25,647,924 $25,266,523 $24,405,487 $23,898,836
Exemption Amount $0 $0 $0 S0 $0
Taxable Value 828,212,716 $25,647,924 $25,266,523 $24,405,487 $23,898,836



r

Taxes

Show 5 year | Show 10 year

Tax Year 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018
Ad Valorem §457,229 $416,140 $416,744 $409,461 $389,479
Non Ad Valorem $94,634 $88,898 $86,493 $86,237 $83,535
Total tax $551,863 $505,038 $503,237 $495,698 $473,014
*Buyers take note: Taxes will change and often increase [Property Tax Calculator}
substantially when a property sells. The seller's exemption benefits
will GO AWAY the year after they sell and this may result in higher [Property Tax Detail]
taxes for a buyer. Please use the Property Tax Calculator to geta
better annual tax estimate if you are purchasing this property. ! Tax Collector J

CONTACT US RECORDS CUSTODIAN

Disclaimer: The information contained herein is for ad valorem tax assessment purposes only. The
Property Appraiser exercises strict auditing procedures to ensure validity of any transaction received and
posted by this office, but cannot be responsible for errors or omissions in the information received from
external sources. Due to the elapsed time between transactions in the marketplace, and the time that those
transactions are received from the public and/or other jurisdictions, some transactions will not be
reflected. Information collected at this site, including email addresses, becomes public record and may be
subject to inspection and copy by the public unless prohibited by exception or exemption in the law.

This site is designed to work best with the Internet Explorer 10 or higher and other proprietary browsers
like Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox and Safari, Please contact us if you need additional information or
assistance with browser settings,

ADA Access

The Palm Beach County Property Appraiser's Office is committed to compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and WCAG 2.0 and WCAG 2.7. It does not discriminate on the basis of disability in
the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its services, programs or activities. Upon
request, reasonable accommodation will be made to allow individuals with disabilities access to the
cormmunications regarding our services, programs or activities set forth on the Palm Beach County
Property Appraiser's Office website. Please contact our public records custodian at 961.355.2881 or e-
mail your request to Ra-pubsyc@pbcgov.org.

© 2079 Palm Beach County Property Appraiser. Designed and maintained by Palm Beach County,
Information Systems Services.
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'SITE HISTORY

The following provides a detailed histo
processed on or after January 1, 197

February 14. 2023
ARC-23-022
ZON-23-032

ry of all zoning-related requests applicable to this property
0, in chronological ordert, including but not limited to

vatiances, special exceptions, site plan reviews, and existing agreements.

NATURE OF
DATE REQUEST/ PROJECT COMMENT / NOTES
ACTIVITY IDENTIFIER OR
NUMBER
Permit not issued by Town due to pending
T 'zoning in progress'. Atissue was parking
31-Jan-69 Apé)l]:ﬁg?s ngﬁiﬁ—?’: requirement of proposed new district (C-
g WA), which was mote stringent than prior
district (C-A).
Building petmit issued to
Mathews Cotpotation to
6-Oct-69 CONSLUCt a s1X storyd& Permit No. 74569 Permit indicates 107,800 SF, 65'8" height
basement parking and building
office structure; to meet
old code patking
requirement
Building permit extension
10-Apr-70 issued by Town To June 1, 1970
ARCOM approved
19-Apr-72 o Application No, 35-72 49,500 SF of floor area and 166 parking
New building plans for spaces
office bujlding
 Building permitissued 165 required parking spaces.
_ ) George Culverhouse for
i 1-Jun-72 ? : 31evelofﬁ€ebuﬂdnlg Permit No. 51072 C-A zoning district. Parking rate 1 /300
Withz 16}7_818 of pm:kiﬁg square feet of space.
‘and mechanical
penthouse |
Building petmit re-issued ;
6-Jul-72 to Stan E. Hall & Permit No. 51072
Associates
Building permit re-issued ;
14-Mar-73 to Lawrence . Kucera Permit No. 51072
Certificate of Occupangy
29-Mar-74 issued for building, main
building only
14-Jan-75 Request for vatiance Vadance #37-74 Denied by Town Council
Request for variance for
permission to add Approved by Town Council based on
9-Dec-75 another dentist to existing Vanance # 43-75 provision of additional parking
dentist's practice, on
second floot.
37




February 14. 2023
ARC-23-022
ZON-23-032

AUCAMP, DELLENBACK & WHITNEY

APPRAISERS & CONSULTANTS
December 23, 2022

Mr. Jake Leone

Frisbie Group, LLC

221 Royal Poinciana Way, Suite 1
Palm Beach, FL 33480

RE: vAppraisal of Real Property
Office Property
125 Worth Ave’
Palm Beach, Florida 33480
(Appraiser File: 22-2242)

Dear Mr. Leone:

As you requested, we made the necessary investigation and analysis to form an opinion of
value for the above referenced real property. This report is an appraisal of the property.

To assist Frisbie Group, LLC in assistance related to business decisions regarding this property,
this report provides an estimate of depreciated replacement cost for the subject real property
building improvements. No other party may use or rely on this report for any purpose.

This assignment and report have been prepared in accordance with requirements of the
relevant aspects of Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) developed
by the Appraisal Standards Board of the Appraisal Foundation, with the Appraisal Institute’s
Code of Professional Ethics and Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice.

The subject is located along the north side of Worth Ave within the municipality in the Town of
Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida. The Worth Ave corridor is a well-established “high-
street” luxury retail destination. The site consists of 34,375 square feet (SF), or 0.79 acres.

" In 1974, the subject was improved with a threesstony office/bank/retail building containing
53,612 SF gross over a two-story-underground parking garage containing 63,720°SF. The total
size-is~117,332-SF.The first floor of the building:consists:of retail/bank uses-and the upper
floors consist of office uses, The property also has a small amount of enclosed space on the 4\
floor- (rooftop) where the chiller is currently located. This space consists of 3,037 SF-and is not’
rentable in “as is” condition; but is included in our size hereiny

'The subject has been renovated in recent years and the quality of materials is rated as good,
the improvements have been maintained in good condition. The subject is currently 95%
occupied by multiple tenants. Notable tenants include BB&T Bank, Truist, and Ferretti Group.

We estimate the property has a remaining economic life of 35 years, and the system indicates
the property is 31% depreciated.

1900 NW CORPORATE BOULEVARD, SUITE 215E, BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33431
561-998-9326, FAX 561-241-4759

94



EXCLUSIVE: Frisbie Group pays $30.7 million for Worth Avenue building - Business - Palm Beach Daily News - Palm Beach, FL 5/30/21, 4:32 PM

Palm Beach Daily News ©

Business

EXCLUSIVE: Frishie Group pays $30.7 million for Worth
Avenue building

Posted Feb 2, 2018 at 12:01 AM
Updated Feb 2, 2018 at 4:37 PM

Group has expanded its Palm Beach real estate portfolio with a $30.7 million purchase of an office-

and-retail building at the east end of Worth Avenue, the company has announced.

The Frisbie family company bought the three-story, 50,017-square-foot building from Boca Raton?
based Crocker Partnefs, which also managed the building. Crocker Partners sold the property
through a Delaware limited liability company named CP 125" Weorth:Avenue LLC, courthouse

records show.

The'purchase price means Frisbie Group paid about'$614 persquare fodt, lower than in several

recent real estate sales on the Avenue.

The deed recorded today shows the Frisbie Group bought the property using a Florida limited
liability company named 125 Worth Partners LLC. The last sale recorded in property records for
the building was for $13.65 million in 2004,

The building is 83 percent leased, according to the Frisbie Group. It is anchored on its northeast
corner by a showroom for Ferretti Group America, which sells several different brands of yachts,

including Italian speedboats manufactured by Ferretti.

https://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/business/real-estate/exclusive-f...e-group-pays-million-for-worth-ave-building/93ZVwuBnAvE Y39k TMN3srl/ Page 1of 4



M Gmail Elaine Gunnoe <kirklandhousemanager@gmail.com>

records request
3 messages

Elaine Gunnoe <kirklandhousemanager@gmail.com> Thu,Feb23,:2028 at 4:03 PM
Tor David Dontar<jdonta@townofpalmbeach.com>

iThe'Kirkland Hotse heard that Paul Castro; wher employed in the Planning; Zoning & Building department, rendered an opinion ‘about the*125 Worth Ave biiilding
being.a 4 story building. Does a letter exist stating this and. could we obtain a copy.of the letter?,

Elaine Gunnoe, Manager
Kirkland House Condominium
101 Worth Ave.

Palm Beach, FL 33480
561-655-9538

Fax 561-833-0307

David Donta <jdonta@townofpalmbeach.com> Thu, Feb 23, 2023 at 4:31 PM
To: Elaine Gunnoe <kirklandhousemanager@gmail.com>

Elaine,

| created your JustFOIA request.
You should have received an email notification that we have received your request.
When your request is complete, you will receive the final notification email, with a link to the responsive docs.

You can track the progress of your request from the email you received today, View Request.

I do not provide an estimated time of completion for requests, but it will be several days before | complete your request.

Thank you for submitting a request for records.

Your secp'ri‘ry key i5 416644, )
Your ;equeamfemhmnumbakm»wgm

Please have this security key and reference rumber available when communicating with our staff regarding your request. If you have supplied an email
address, you will receive a confirmation of your submission that contains the above information.

Please note that if you chose not to provide contact information, this reference number should be used when communicating with staff and/or when picking
up the records related fo this request, Additionally, if no contact information was provided, you must contact the appropriate office to verify receipt of your
request, to learn of any applicable fees, and authorize your request to niove forward, prior to your request moving forward.




Best Regards,

- David Donta )
Records/Development Geoprocessor Technician

Town of Palm Beach, PZ&B
360 S County Rd

Palm Beach, Fl 33480

Phone: 561.227.6403

Fax: 561.835.4621

E-Mail: jdonta@townofpalmbeach.com

www.townofpalmbeach.com

PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law, Most written communications to or from the Town of Palm Beach officials and employees regarding public business are public records available o the public and media
upon request. Under Florida law e-mail addresses are public records, If you do nat want your e-mall address released In response fo a public records request, do not send electronlc mall to this entity. Instead, contacl this office by
phone: 561-838-5431 or in writing: 360 S. Counly Rd, Palm Beach, F1., 33480. f you have recelved this message in error, please nolify us Immediately by replying to this message, and please delste it from your compuler. Thank you.

From: Elaine Gunnoe <kirklandhousemanager@gmail.com>

KRant: Thirredair Cahrminn: A9 ANNA 4.0 e

To: David Donta <jdonta@townofpalmbe'ach.com>
Subject: records request

i Note: This email was sent from a souree external to the Town of Palm Beach. Links or altachments should not be aceessed unless expected from a
frusted scurce. Additionally, all requests for information or changes fa Town racords should he verified for authenticity ¥

[Quoted text hidden]

Please be advised that under Florida law, e-mails and e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in response to a public

records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact the Town of Palm Beach by phone at (561) 838-5400, or in writing: 360 8. County RD, Palm
Beach, FL 33480,

David:Donta’<jdonta@townofpalmbeach.com>

Thu, Mar2;2023,at 10:14 AM
To: Elaine;Gunnge <kirklandhousemanager@gmail.com>

Good morning,

|.spoke.with Paul Castro about the letter.

He'doesn't recall anything.»

If you want to submit a Records request, you can follow the info below.

Also, it is possible that something was said In a Development Review meeting, Council meeting, which you would have to look at minutes online.

For all requests, please submit a request through JustFOIA.
Please be specific in your description of requested documents.

When you fill out the request, | do not need your name, but a phone number is nice in case something goes wrong with the email address.

I do not provide an estimated time of completion for requests.
https:r’lpalrnbeachﬂ.;'ust‘foia.com,"Fon'ns!LaunchlﬁcOQ?&D—ccOS«tiﬁb1-BOaB«4b90a?2?b51D

After you submit the request, you will receive an email with a security number & request number. Please keep track of this email and information.

When your request is complete, you will receive an email notifying you with a link for you to download your responsive docs.
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It's bittersweet': Zoning Manager Paul
Castro set to retire from Palm Beach
after 27 years

Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Daily News

Published 7:00 a.m. ET March 4, 2022

‘Two days after undergoing knee surgery last month Panl Castro was back in his ofce al
Town Hall in Palm Beach.

Though the town's longtime zoning manager could have worked remotely while recuperating,
he opted to return to the office, not wanting to miss the last few weeks of sharing a work
space with his colleagues before his scheduled retirement on March 11.

"I love working here," said Castro, a Lake Park resident who has spent 27 years with the
town. "The people have all been great. I've had great bosses over the years. It's been a really
great place to work. The council has been very supportive, and we work well as a team."

More: 'Lasting impact': Town clerk retires after 40 years in public service

Castro, who turns 65 on March 12, has 33 years of experience in municipal government,
having served on city staffs in Coral Springs and Greenacres before arriving in Palm Beach in
1995.

An Oklahoma native who holds bachelor's and master's degrees from the University of

Oklahoma in Norman, he moved to Florida in the late 1980s to pursue a career in city
planning,

"I wanted to go somewhere where planning was at the forefront, and at that time growth
management in Florida was really good," said Castro, whose master's is in regional city
planning. "Coral Springs was an up-and-coming city at that time, and it was also

undeveloped. I really kind of sunk my teeth in there for four years before I came to Palm
Beach County."



- More: A strong leader': Kirk Blouin reappointed as Palm Beach town manager
Castro served a few years with the City of Greenacres before he was hired in Palm Beach.

The differences between the town and the two other municipalities he served were stark, he
said, particularly with Coral Springs.

The Broward County city, he noted, was composed mostly of new development when he
worked there.

Palm Beach, on the other hand, is all redevelopment, Castro said. During his time with the
town, redeveloped properties have become much bigger and more extensive than the ones
they were replacing.

"It's different than anywhere else," Castro said of Palm Beach. "You're not putting un fences
and sheds. It's quite an experience. I love the challenge, and I love the work."

Castro said his main priority throughout his long tenure with the town was to ensure that
redevelopment would remain in character with its goals, which include keeping Palm Beach
small and town-serving, ,

Reviewing and reforming the town's zoning code will be key to achieving those goals in the
future, he said.

Incoming manager

That process began under Castro and will continue under the town's incoming zoning
manager, Jesse Anderson.

A former senior planner for the City of St. Cloud, Anderson will start with the town on
Monday.

"The town's zoning code has been around since 1974, and it's been modified and tweaked
every year since," Castro said. "It's kind of a hodgepodge code of ordinances. I think the goal
of the department and the management is to streamline the code, make it more relevant, and
make sure that whatever code we do come up with kind of emulates the character of the town

and what we all love most about it. Residents don't want to lose the character and feel of the
town."

During his career with the town, Castro has been involved with the development and
redevelopment of numerous properties, among the Publix, the Town Marina, the Phipps



