From: Dragana Connaughton <draganaconnaughton@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 03, 2022 4:59 PM

To: Margaret Zeidman <margaretzeidman@gmail.com>; Kirk Blouin <KBlouin@TownofPalmBeach.com>
Subject: Re: in response to emails

*****Note: This email was sent from a source external to the Town of Palm Beach. Links o

attachments should not be accessed unless expected from a trusted source. Additionally, all
requests for information or changes to Town records should be verified for authenticity.******

questions for Dr Tyndall:

please shed some light on what the effects of these projects have had on the nesting
habits of the marine turtles and their hatchlings? According to the BMA a survey is
supposed to be done between May 1 and May 15 and a second survey between July
15 and August 1% Were those surveys done and where can one view those surveys?
What has the trend been in the last 10 years, 20 years? It is my understanding that
the program for dredging is supposed to be reviewed every five years and that a
review will occur in August for evaluations and monitoring. Can you please advise
where that data can be found. Was there a review from 5 years ago and where can |
review it

Is there documentation of why they did not follow the BMA? Who is responsible for
monitoring this project to make sure the agreement is upheld?

| would like to know the success rate of the relocated nests and what happened to
the first leatherback nest, just south of Merrain Rd., that had been marked, stakes
removed, with no sign of life.

Is the data collected accurate? | ask that question because so few nests were
marked, and all the stakes within a 3/4 mile north of Merrain Road all disappeared,
with the exception of one. In fact, there were approximately 8 nests immediately
north of Merrain Rd that were marked, stakes were removed shortly thereafter.

If the majority of the turtle nests are not marked and there are no signs on the beach
to alert the public that this is turtle nesting season, how are the town ordinances
enforced to protect these endangered species?

Do you have any suggestions and or a plan in place with how to deal with the deluge
of sargassum weed that is coming to our shores. How and what should we be doing
to protect the turtles from the weed. We are all noticing the hatchlings are getting


















It didn’t take long for it to reach the Gulf. arrived about one to two months earlier in

April this year when it first showed up arc .nd the Mississippi River Delta.

The spring accumulations in the northern Gulf surpassed the historical high set in 2018

amassing 14 million tons in April 2022.

But it continued to grow exceeding all previous major bloom years by May and the latest
report from the University of South Florida Sargassum Watch System shows 24.2

million tons in the water in June 2022, setting a new historical record.

Based on the influx of it in the Fiorida Current, it could increase this month along North Florida
beaches, however, this is unlikely since a prolonged southeast wind direction is not expected

over the next couple of weeks which would keep it offshore.

Locally it arrives in abundance when the Bermuda ridge shifts northward or a tropical
storm moves through. Winds would need to stay in a southeast direction for several
days to force the Sargassum from the Gu  Stream which flows northward about 90

miles offshore.

Historically July is the peak month for the eaweed by oceanographers at USF say
more Sargassum may enter the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico in the following

months following major ocean currents.
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