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I. General Information

Location: 250 Algoma Road
Palm Beach, Florida
Date of Construction: 1937
First Owner: Mr. and Mrs. William Russell Huntley
Current Owner: Cortright Wetherill, Jr. and Janice Wetherill
Architect: Treanor & Fatio
Builder: Smith & Yetter, Inc.
Present Use: Residential
Present Zoning: RA

Palm Beach County
Tax Folio Number: 50-43-43-35-00-002-0340

Current Legal Description:  35-43-43,W 134.80 FT OF ELY 854.78 FT OF
NLY 166.6 FT OF S 1935.25 FT OF GOV LT 2 W
OF OCEAN BLVD



Il1. Location Map
250 Algoma Road
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I11. Architectural Information

The property located at 250 Algoma Road features a two-story residence designed
by one of Palm Beach’s most important architects, Maurice Fatio of the
architectural firm Treanor and Fatio. The home was constructed by Smith and
Yetter, Inc. in 1937 for Mr. and Mrs. William Russell Huntley.! Fatio designed the
classically inspired residence in the Georgian Revival style.
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Main (North) Fagad

The Georgian Revival style, a sub-type of the Colonial Revival style, has the
classic symmetrical Colonial shape and is one of the long-lived architectural styles
in the United States. Originating in the 18" century, the Georgian style dominated
the English colonies. Beginning in the late 19" century there was a return to
period style designs and from 1880-1955 the Georgian Revival style was popular
throughout the country. Based on Georgian and Adam prototypes from the
northeastern states, variations on the style were popular throughout the Caribbean
and were adapted in revival form in South Florida during the 1930s through the
1950s. Stylistic features include symmetry in building mass as well as window and
door placement, accentuated front entries typically with classical details, a cornice
with dentils or other details, quoins, and multi-light sash and bay windows often
flanked by decorative shutters.

250 Algoma Road, located on the southern side of Algoma Road, is one house east
of Lake Worth. Constructed of wood framing surfaced with horizontal drop

! Town of Palm Beach Building Permit # 17637 dated August 19, 1937.
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siding, the residence features one and two-story masses with multiple steeply
pitched hip roofs surfaced with asphalt shingles. A central two-story mass with a
central chimney is flanked by one-story wings to the east and west. The residence
features a simple cornice at the roofline, neo-classical corner boards, and
symmetrically arranged multi-light wood sash windows with louvered shutters.
The windows feature several different window configurations some of which are
unusual in Palm Beach with smaller top sashes over taller bottom sashes. These
windows include three-over-six, six-over-nine, four-over-six, eight-over-twelve,
and ten-over-fifteen window configurations.
Y e

S ———

ortheast Corner
Looking Southwest

A focal point of the main (north) facade of the residence is the large centrally
located multi-light bay window. The bay window is set in a bow-shaped base and
top highlighted with dentils and a rounded copper roof. Several antefixes, which
are upright ornaments that hide joints, are located at the roofline of the bay
window. To the east of the two-story block, in the eastern one-story wing, is the
main entrance to the residence. The entrance features a solid wood paneled door
with two glass panels with ornamental wood grilles and a decorative door surround
with a neo-classical entablature. The entrance is sheltered by a shed roof with an
entablature that is supported by fluted square columns. This entrance canopy was
designed by the architectural firm Wyeth, King and Johnson in 1973 and included
architectural details from the design of the bay window.?

2 Town of Palm Beach Building Permit #17473 dated March 5, 1973.
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The rear of the residence faces south and originally featured centrally located
recessed porches on both the first and second floors of the two-story block. The
porches were highlighted by four square fluted two-story columns. At an unknown
date these porches were enclosed with multi-light windows and French doors. The
design of the porch enclosure retained the columns and was a sensitive alteration
that provided additional enclosed living space to the residence. On the second
floor, flanking the enclosed porch, are oval windows with decorative wood
muntins that add to the architectural character of the dwelling.  An awning
structure, installed in 1998, is located off the enclosed porch.
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" Rear (South) Facade
Photo from 2020 Real Estate Listing via Realtor.com website
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Two accessory structures, located at the rear of the property, were Dbuilt
concurrently with the home. At the southwest corner is a one-story garage with a
garage door that faces north and at the southeast corner is a one-story guest house.
Both structures are consistent in architectural design with the residence and feature
wood siding, corner boards, hip roofs, multi-light sash windows and French doors.
In 1974, the guest house was enlarged with a bedroom addition on the east side of
the structure.

Over the eighty-four years since the construction of 250 Algoma Road, there have
been alterations and additions to the exterior of the residence. In addition to the
changes already noted, a pool was installed in 1972, a bay window was added to
the rear facade in 1975, an awning was added over an entrance on the west facade
in 1998, and the roofing material was changed from wood shakes to asphalt
shingles in 1998. Despite these additions and alterations, the residence continues
to retain its historic architectural integrity.
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Courtesy of the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach

V. Historical Information

The South Florida land and building boom of the 1920s had reached its height in
late 1925, and by 1927, the “Boom Times” were ending for much of South Florida
as speculation had pushed prices so high that speculators and developers could no
longer find buyers and many banks in the state failed. Fortunately, for Palm Beach,
the land bust did not drastically affect many of the seasonal residents and real
estate development on the island slowed but did not halt.

The residence at 250 Algoma Road was designed by prominent Palm Beach
architect Maurice Fatio for William Russell Huntley and his wife Janie Huntley in
1937 during the late Depression/New Deal Era of the mid-1930s. The end of the
Boom Time Era and ensuing Depression in Palm Beach had signaled a change in
the construction of residences, with many owners seeking mid-size residences in
classic designs rather that the ornate Mediterranean Revival style estates built
during the 1920s Land Boom. By the mid 1930s, Palm Beach started to experience
a post-Depression building boom.

A November 22, 1936, article in the Palm Beach Post-Times titled “Construction
Enters Third Era of Design: Majority of Homes Now Being Erected Are of
Moderate Sized Type — Showplaces Are Now Things of Former Years” describes
the change in building trends:



“With nearly 60 new residences as a permanent addition to the winter colony,
Palm Beach passes into the third season of its third architectural era.

For though a few spasmodic instances of the Colonial motif had been noted over
a period of several years, it was not until the summer of 1934 that the definite
trend away from the Spanish became an accepted fact. As construction has
steadily mounted in 1934, 1935 and 1936, the white of the Colonial and the
classic has replaced the pastels of the Spanish; simplicity of line and design has
succeeded the elaborate.

In brief, Palm Beach houses are becoming homes rather than showplaces. The
current cycle of architectural fashion has replaced the Spanish, just as after 1918,
Addison Mizner’s palatial designs took the place of early barn-like structures of
the pioneer era.”

The second half of the 1930s was a busy time in Maurice Fatio’s career. From
1931-1933, Fatio had so few commissions he considered closing the Palm Beach
office of Treanor and Fatio. However, by the winter of 1934, business had picked
up significantly and he remained very active and highly sought after until the start
of the War. Building in Palm Beach also on the rise and in a letter dated March 19,
1934, Fatio’s wife, Eleanor Chase Fatio explains,

“Looking back on this winter, it hardly seems possible that, in October (1933),
Maurice was considering closing the Palm Beach office because there wasn’t
enough work down here to warrant keeping it going. He has gotten an
incredible number of jobs in the last two months. They are none of them
mansions, but they are all moderate sized houses and he has, altogether ten
contracts signed, with several more good prospects.”

Between 1935 and the start of World War Il, Fatio designed many houses
throughout the Town of Palm Beach. Most of the houses were designed for
specific clients, however, others were designed and built as spec homes for
developers.

While a large amount of the new development in Palm Beach during the post-
Depression/New Deal Era was occurring in the north end of the Island, there was
also construction of new residences throughout the Town on both vacant lots and
within new subdivisions. In 1936, the Phipps family’s Palm Beach Company
established two new land tracts one on each side of the Donahue’s estate, Cielito

3 “Construction Enters Third Era of Design: Majority of Homes Now Being Erected Are of Moderate Sized Type —
Showplaces Are Now Things of Former Years.” Palm Beach Post-Times. 22 November 1936. The article also noted
that some Spanish style houses were being converted into the new British Colonial style.

4 Alexandra Fatio. Maurice Fatio, Architect. Stuart, Florida: Southeastern Printing, 1992.
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Lindo. The Kahn-Glidden Tract, which included Algoma Road, was located to the
north of Cielito Lindo, and the Bingham-Copp Tract was located to the south
between Cielito Lindo and Mar-a-Lago.®

Palm Beach Atlas, circa 1936
From Palmbeachatlas.com
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Palm Beach Atlas, Updated in 1948 with Owner Names, Lot Sizes & House Locations
From Palmbeachatlas.com

One of the first residents of Algoma Road was Maurice Fatio and his wife Eleanor.
Fatio designed the Georgian Revival home at 270 Algoma Road, along Lake
Worth, in 1936 and it was constructed in the beginning of 1937. It has been noted

5 “Home Construction Moves Northward as Many Seek Beauty Offered by Resort Near Inlet”. Palm Beach Post 22
November 1936.



that Fatio named Algoma Road after Algoma Boulevard in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
where his wife was born.®

250 Algoma Road was designed by Fatio in 1937 for William Russell Huntley and
his wife Janie Speer Huntley. Fatio’s Georgian Revival design for the Huntley’s
home was consistent in architectural style to his own residence located just west of
the Huntley’s. William Russell Huntley was the president of the Buffalo General
Electric Company until he retired in the early 1940s.” The Huntley’s began
wintering in Palm Beach in the early 1930s. Prior to leaving Palm Beach to return
to Buffalo in April of 1937, they purchased the lot on Algoma Road to construct a
residence. The home was completed before they returned to Palm Beach later that
year in November.

'( o R i 5. ’ Qozre Evpuition -'-\'-".'
Main (North) Fagade
Treanor & Fatio, 1937

After William Russell Huntley passed away in 1961, Janie Huntley continued to
live at 250 Algoma Road until 1972 when she sold the residence after 35 years to
Stacy and Martha Rankin who owned the property for 23 years. In 2020, the
residence was purchased by Cortright Wetherill Jr. and Janice Wetherill. The
Wetherill’s are planning a very sensitive renovation and addition to the 84-year-old
home that will update the residence and preserve the home’s architectural character
and integrity.

6270 Algoma Road Designation Report, Town of Palm Beach, 1987.
7 William R. Huntley Obituary, Palm Beach Post, 7 August 1961.
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V. Architects Biography

Maurice Fatio

Maurice Fatio was one of Palm Beach’s leading architects from the 1920s to the
early 1940s. His firm, Treanor & Fatio was one of the largest architectural firms in
Palm Beach and Fatio’s distinctive designs can be seen throughout the Island.

Fatio was born in 1897 in Geneva, Switzerland. He studied architecture under Karl
Moser at the Zurich Polytechnical. After graduation in 1920, Fatio came to
America and apprenticed with Harrie T. Lindeberg, a prominent New York
architect of Norman and English style country houses.

In 1921, Fatio formed a partnership with William A. Treanor, another architect in
Lindeberg's firm. They quickly achieved a great deal of success, constructing
numerous houses, primarily Colonial, on Long Island as well as buildings in
Manhattan, including Beekman Tower on the East River. Fatio's association with
Florida can be traced to his employment with Lindeberg, when he received the
commission for eight small houses in New Symrna, Florida. In October 1923,
Treanor and Fatio were asked to be the architects for the Olympia Beach
development, now Jupiter Island. The next year Fatio opened an office in Palm
Beach.

Fatio's many commissions for houses and commercial buildings in Palm Beach
were based on his reputation in New York as well as his charm, good looks, and
European manner. During his career in Florida, Fatio designed in many diverse
styles. Mediterranean Revival, more specifically, Italianate houses incorporating
tower blocks, were designed for William McAneeny (195 Via Del Mar), the
Coopers (801 South County Road), Mortimer Schiff (920 South Ocean Boulevard),
and Daniel McCarthy (550 South Ocean Boulevard). More horizontal,
symmetrical, and formal Florentine houses were designed for Otto Kahn (690
North County Road) and Joseph Widner (1500 South Ocean Boulevard). In 1928,
he designed a French Normandy style house for his future mother-in-law Mrs.
Charles Curry Chase (Via Del Mar). In the mid-30s, Fatio began designing in the
Georgian and British Colonial styles. Large commissions for Albert Worswick
(1860 South Ocean Boulevard), E. F. Hutton (1768 South Ocean Boulevard), and
Wolcott Blair (1960 South Ocean Boulevard) with their simple materials and
uncluttered lines reflected the sober, economic climate and set the pace for the
smaller Colonial and Regency commissions that followed them.

11



During this time, Fatio also worked in the modern style, producing such modern
masterpieces as "The Reef" built for Mr. and Mrs. Vadim Makaroff. The design of
this house won Fatio the Gold Medal at the 1936 French Exposition Internationale
des Arte et Techniques dans la vie Moderne as the “Best Modern House In
America.” Other modern houses were designed for Messmore Kendall, aviator
pioneer Grover Loening, and Prince and Princess Zalstem-Zalessky (Evangeline
Johnson Merrill).

World War Il brought a halt to construction in Palm Beach. Fatio had many
international connections and entered the Office of Strategic Services in
Washington, D.C. in June of 1943. He sadly died of cancer later that same year, on
December 2, 1943, at the young age of 46.

V1. Statement of Significance

250 Algoma Road is significant as an excellent example of a Georgian Revival
style residence as skillfully interpreted by prominent Palm Beach architect Maurice
Fatio of Treanor and Fatio. Constructed in 1937, during the post-Depression/New
Deal Era in Palm Beach, it is also representative of the architectural, cultural and
social changes occurring in Palm Beach during the mid 1930s.

VI1I. Criteria For Designation

Section 54-161 of the Town of Palm Beach Landmarks Preservation Ordinance
outlines the criteria for designation of a landmark or landmark site and suggests
that at least one criterion must be met to justify the designation. Listed below are
criteria that relate to this property and justification for designation:

(1) “Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social
history of the nation, state, county or town.”

250 Algoma Road reflects the broad cultural, economic and social history of
the Town of Palm Beach. Designed and built in 1937 during the late
Depression/New Deal Era for Mr. and Mrs. William Russell Huntley, the
residence is a very good example of the changing times in the Town. The end
of the Boom Time Era in Palm Beach had signaled a change in development
and construction of residences with many owners seeking mid-size residences
with restrained designs.

12



3)

C))

“Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is a
specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of
construction or use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.”

The house at 250 Algoma Road is an excellent example of the Georgian
Revival style of architecture as interpreted by prominent Palm Beach architect
Maurice Fatio. The residence features symmetrical form and fenestration,
steeply pitched hipped roofs with a central chimney, an entryway with
unbroken pediment and entablature, corner boards, bay windows, and multi-
light sash windows with louvered shutters all of which are characteristic
features of the Georgian Revival style.

“Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or
architect whose individual ability has been recognized or who influenced
his age.”

250 Algoma Road is an excellent representation of the design work of the
architect Maurice Fatio of the architectural firm Treanor and Fatio. Maurice
Fatio was one of Palm Beach’s leading and most sought-after architects from
the 1920s to the early 1940s. He was an eclectic architect who took pride in
his ability to work in different architectural styles. 250 Algoma Road is a very
good example of Fatio’s ability to adapt to the changing economic climate and
shifts in architectural trends.

13
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