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I. General Information

Location: 4 South Lake Trail
Palm Beach, Florida

Date of Construction: 1946

First Owner: Arnold Construction Company

Current Owner: Alice Z. Pannill/Alice Zimmer Pannill Trust
Architect: John Volk

Builder: Arnold Construction Company

Present Use: Residential

Present Zoning: RA

Palm Beach County

Tax Folio Number: 50-43-43-22-23-000-0051

Current Legal Description: HILL SUB SLY 74.91 FT OF LT 5 & 22-43-43,
NLY 132.32 FT OF LT B OF SUB H OF GOV LT
3 (LESSE 165791 FT)



II. Location Map

4 South Lake Trail
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II1. Architectural Information

The picturesque property located at 4 South Lake Trail, known as the Lake House,
features a two-story residence designed by prominent Palm Beach architect John
Volk and constructed by Arnold Construction Company in 1946 for Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Gibson. The eclectic design is British Colonial with Monterey style
influences. Volk skillfully created a residence featuring architectural
characteristics of the British Colonial style along with the main identifying feature

of Monterey style homes, cantilevered open air covered balconies.
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The British Colonial style, a subtype of the Colonial Revival style, is an adaptation
for the warmer climates of places like Bermuda and India and is the commonly
used name for a West Indian adaptation of Georgian architecture. It was inspired
by the traditions of the English colonists’ architectural heritage. Most British
Colonial style architecture seen in the Town of Palm Beach has influences from the
Island of Bermuda. Howard Major introduced the Bermuda style in 1925 with the
design of Major Alley because he thought it was well suited to Florida’s climate
and the style’s popularity grew in Palm Beach during the 1930s when John Volk
expanded on the theme and constructed several British Colonial style residences.
The style typically features multiple pitched roofs surfaced with concrete tiles,
prominent chimneys, arched opening, louvered shutters, and sometimes a scalloped
gable design.

The Monterey style originated in California and was especially popular in the
United States between 1930 and 1950. It was a fusion of revival styles including
Spanish Colonial, Colonial Revival and French Creole design details. The result
was designs that were two-story residences with the main identifying feature being
a second floor, cantilevered, open-air balcony covered by the principal roof.
Decorative detailing of Monterey residences is often confined to the balcony



railing, which are typically styled in wood or iron. The roofs were
characteristically low-pitched with a side-facing gable, occasionally with a
secondary front facing gable roof. Exterior walls were constructed of brick, stucco
or wood, and some residences feature different exterior materials on the first and
second floors. Early examples of the Monterey style tend to feature more Spanish
detailing, while those constructed after 1940 typically emphasized English
Colonial details.

———

View Lookin Northwest from Pendleton Lane
Located at the northwestern end of Pendleton Lane and along the Intercoastal
Waterway, 4 South Lake Trail was constructed of concrete block with a smooth
stucco surface. Accessed from a gravel drive that features a curved wall with wood
pickets, the residence features gable and hip roofs surfaced with flat white tiles.
The roofline features a simple cornice, wood rafter tails and louvered vents in the
gable ends. A chimney with a curved chimney cap is located at the southern end of
the residence at the ridgeline of the primary gable roof. The windows of the home
are symmetrically arranged and feature multi-light double-hung sash windows
flanked with colonial shutters.
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The residence is irregular shaped with the main fagcade facing east. A two-story
entrance bay projects to the east and features an arched entryway. A curved wood
door surround with a keystone highlights a wood door with decorative diagonal
slats. The door is flanked by paneled wood and glass sidelights and an arched
multi-light transom window 1is located above. A double-hung, six-over-six, sash
window with shutters is located above the entrance.

Entrance

To the south of the entrance bay is a two-story wing that runs north-south and
features a covered second floor three-bay balcony. The wood balcony is sheltered
by an extension of the home’s gable roof which is supported by square wood
columns and features a wood railing and louvers at the northern and southern ends.
This balcony was originally cantilevered, but in 1951 Gustav Maass designed a
one-story addition to the south of the original residence and created an L-shaped
screened loggia below the cantilevered balcony. The screened loggia was enclosed
in 1992 with multi-light French doors and fixed panels.

Southern Wing with 1951 Addition ad Loia Enclosed in 1992
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To the north of the entrance bay is a wing that runs east-west. This wing is two-
stories in height and has a one-story garage at the eastern end. A cantilevered
wood balcony with square columns supporting a roof extension is located on the
southern facade of the wing. The balcony features a wood railing, louvers and
brackets below.

Balcony of Northern ig Noe ing‘
Looking West-Northwest Looking Northwest

The rear of the house faces west and looks out to the Lake Trail and Intercoastal
Waterway. Copper roofed bay windows and multi-light French doors are located
on the first floor and provide visibility and access to the rear garden.
Symmetrically placed eight-over-eight double-hung sash windows with shutters
are located on the second floor.

An accessory structure, originally constructed as an observatory in 1950, is located
to the west of the residence in the rear yard. It was later converted into a pool
cabana and was remodeled in 1988. The structure has a flat tiled hip roof, wood
columns on the east facade and a large arched window on the west facade. An
elegant, trellised slat house, designed by Jacqueline Albarran, was added to the
property in 1992 and is a highlight of the northern garden.

Over the seventy-five years since the construction of 4 South Lake Trail, there
have been additions and alterations to the exterior of the residence. These include
the accessory structure that was originally constructed in 1950 and remodeled in
1988, the one-story addition and loggia which was constructed in 1951 had a bay
window added to its west facade in 1961 and the loggia was enclosed in 1992, a
second floor balcony on the west fagade was enclosed in 1973 and then was
remodeled in 1988 and the area below was enclosed, a pool was installed in 1973,



and the slat house, eastern walls and gates were constructed in 1992. Despite these
additions and alterations, the residence retains its historic architectural integrity.

IV. Historical Information

The house at 4 South Lake Trail was designed by prominent architect John Volk
and built by Arnold Construction Company in 1946 at a cost of $30,000 for Henry
and Letitia Gibson. Volk’s British Colonial with Monterey influenced design for
the residence may have been influenced by the property’s location along the
Intercoastal Waterway and the Lake Trail at the western end of Pendleton Lane.
The property’s water frontage lends itself to the British Colonial architectural
character, and its location at the western end of Pendleton Lane provides the
opportunity to draw on the architecture styles and character of the nearby
residences built during the 1930s and early 1940s, many of which were designed in
the Monterey style and Colonial Revival styles.

The development of residences along Pendleton Lane (west of Cocoanut Row) and
Pendleton Avenue (east of Cocoanut Row) began in the mid-1930s as speculative
ventures by several of Palm Beach’s most prominent architects, including John
Volk, Gustav Maass, Treanor and Fatio, Wyeth and King, and Howard Chilton,
along with prolific builders, including Arnold Construction, E.B. Walton, J.S.
Willson, and Watt and Sinclair. These speculative endeavors allowed the
architects and builders to continue working during the Depression Era.

The lots along Pendleton Lane/Avenue were originally the site of “Reverie” E.G.
Pendleton’s ocean-to-lake home site. John Volk was the sole architect of all seven
of the residences located along Pendleton Lane and several of the homes along
Pendleton Avenue. Pendleton Lane/Avenue is an elegant street with many well-
designed houses built from 1935-1940 with a similar scale, setting and
architectural character. While designed by many of the most prominent Palm
Beach architects, these residences were not the grand estates these architects
designed during the 1920s as they were more modest reflecting the change in
architecture due to the Great Depression and included Monterey, Colonial Revival,
Georgian Revival, and Neo-Classical Revival styles.

The Second World War and its aftermath brought significant changes to Palm
Beach. During the War the Army stationed thousands of troops in and around Palm
Beach County. Civilians in Palm Beach used their vast resources both of wealth
and talent for war relief measures and civilian defense. Nonessential construction



was halted throughout World War II so there was very little new construction in
town during the war years.

Following World War II, Florida had explosive economic and demographic growth
as America began to recover and reconvert to a peacetime economy. Thousands of
people came to Florida during the war and decided to live and visit afterwards.
While the nation’s overall population grew 15% after the war, Florida's population
rose an astonishing 46%.! Furthermore, the lifting of wartime restrictions and an
increasing supply of materials accelerated Florida’s post-World War II economy
with new construction.? Despite high costs of supplies, Palm Beach building
permits in 1946 outrivaled those of 1925, previously the town’s greatest
construction period.? It was the start of the second big building boom in Palm
Beach.* This second building boom, however, generally included more restrained
houses and not the grand estates constructed during Palm Beach’s 1920s Boom
Time era. While much of the new development was happening in the Town’s
north end there was also in-fill construction happening in more established
neighborhoods as well. 4 South Lake Trail was designed and constructed in 1946
shortly after the end of the war and is an excellent example of a John Volk
dwelling for this site during the Post WWII era.
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" Site Plan by John Volk, 1946

! The 1940 pre-war population of Palm Beach County, nearly 80,000, would grow to almost 115,000 by 1950 and
escalate quickly from there.

2 Augustus Mayhew. Palm Beach: A Greater Grandeur.

3 Ibid. From 1945 to 1955, the annual totals for building permits increased from $1 million to $6 million.

4 There was another building boom in the Palm Beach’s north end when a number of the grand ocean to lake estates,
including El Mirasol, Playa Riente and casa Bendita, were demolished and subdivided into plats for smaller houses.

9



4 South Lake Trail was designed and constructed for Henry and Letitia Gibson of
Philadelphia. Henry Gibson was known as a financier, astronomer, and avid stamp
collector. After earning an advanced degree in astronomy from the University of
Pennsylvania, Gibson served as a first lieutenant during World War I in France and
then in 1921 he married Letitia Robinson. Gibson headed The Commercial Trust
in Philadelphia which later merged with the First Pennsylvania Bank, and he was a
partner in the investment banking form of Stroud and Company. His love of
astronomy led him to own several large telescopes, one of which was at the time
the 10™ largest telescope in the world, and two which he donated to the South
Florida Science Museum and the University of Miami. Gibson was also a famous
stamp collector, and his collection was renowned. The Gibson’s began wintering
in Palm Beach in 1937 and in 1975 became full-time residents. They were
members of several social clubs in Palm Beach, Philadelphia and Bay Head, New
Jersey, and Henry Gibson was a member of several astronomical and philatelic
organizations.’

- Al SRt W ok S
Perspective Drawing by John Volk, 1946

Letitia Gibson passed away in 1984 and Henry Gibson passed in 1987. Following
Mr. Gibson’s death, the home was sold in 1988 to its second and current owner
Alice (Kit) Pannill. Mrs. Pannill along with her late husband, William Pannill,
transformed the property’s yard into an award-winning garden. Kit Pannill is a
five-time winner of the Garden Club of America’s Catherine Beattie Medal, their
top prize for horticultural entries, and the American Orchid Society honored her by

5 “Palm Beach Financier Dies,” Palm Beach Post 16 August 1987.
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naming an orchid after her, the Vanda Kit Pannill, and William Pannill was a
renowned daffodil hybridizer who hybridized, named and registered over 200
daffodils.® The Pannill’s knowledge of horticulture and design led to the property
becoming a garden paradise. A part of the landscape design includes a piece of
land to the north of the original property that was purchased in 1990 and unified
with 4 South Lake Trail. This parcel became the location for an elaborate slat
house designed by Jacqueline Albarran to house delicate plants and orchids. Mrs.
Pannill has not only been an excellent steward of the historic residence at 4 South
Lake Trail, but she also transformed the property into a unique and exquisite
property in Palm Beach.

V. Architects Biography
John L. Volk

John Volk has been called the last of the "original" Palm Beach architects. He was
one of an elite group of early 1920s architects that included Addison Mizner,
Maurice Fatio, and Marion Sims Wyeth who developed the architectural style of
the 1sland that came to be known as the "Palm Beach Style".

Volk was born in Graz, Austria in 1901. He came to the United States with his
parents at the age of nine and grew up in New York. He attended Columbia
University School of Architecture and L’Ecole des Beaux Arts. Volk opened his
office in Palm Beach in 1925. Volk designed more than 1000 houses, theaters,
clubs, shops, and other buildings and lived in Palm Beach from 1925 to his death
in 1984. He designed homes for some of the wealthiest and most powerful people
in America over his 58-year career in Palm Beach including Colonel Robert
McCormack, William Paley, George Vanderbilt, Nicholas DuPont, Henry Ford II,
Herbert Pulitzer, Matthew Mellon, George Storer, Horace Dodge II, and John S.
Phipps. Included in the designs of John Volk are some of the most prominent
commercial and private club buildings in the Palm Beach area including the First
National Bank, the Royal Poinciana Plaza and Playhouse, the center section of the
Town Hall, the Beach Club, Good Samaritan Hospital, and several shops on Worth
Avenue including the Everglades Colonnade. He also extensively modified and
rebuilt the Bath and Tennis Club after a major hurricane.

6 “Palm Beach homes: Kit Pannill’s evolving garden wins landscape award” Palm Beach Daily News 25 April 2020.
“Daffodil Hybridizer William Pannill Dies” Palm Beach Daily News 12 June 2014.
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Numerous other buildings are the result of Mr. Volk's labor and it must be noted
that no particular style can be exclusively associated with Mr. Volk. Unlike other
talented architects who developed or refined specific styles, John Volk understood
and perfected many varying architectural styles from Mediterranean Revival to
Contemporary Design.

VI. Statement of Significance

4 South Lake Trail is significant as an excellent example of a British Colonial style
residence with Monterey influences as skillfully interpreted by prominent Palm
Beach architect John Volk. Constructed in 1946, during the post WWII building
boom in Palm Beach, it exemplifies the growth and changing architectural styles of
the times.

VII. Criteria For Designation

Section 54-161 of the Town of Palm Beach Landmarks Preservation Ordinance
outlines the criteria for designation of a landmark or landmark site and suggests
that at least one criterion must be met to justify the designation. Listed below are
criteria that relate to this property and justification for designation:

(1) “Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social
history of the nation, state, county or town.”

4 South Lake Trail was constructed in 1946 during the Island’s second boom
time era that followed the end of World War II. There was explosive
economic and demographic growth in the area and the lifting of wartime
restrictions coupled with an increasing supply of materials accelerated
Florida’s post-World War II economy with new construction. 4 South Lake
Trail is an excellent example of compatible and complimentary in-fill
construction that was happening in many of the Town’s established
neighborhoods at the time. Unlike speculative projects common at the time,
Volk was commissioned to design this house for the Gibsons.

(3) “Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is a

specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of
construction or use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.”
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C)

The house at 4 South Lake Trail is a very good example of the British Colonial
style of architecture with Monterey influences. The multiple pitched roofs
surfaced with concrete tiles, prominent chimney, arched entrance,
symmetrically placed multi-light double-hung sash windows, and louvered
shutters are characteristic features of the British Colonial style and the
cantilevered second floor balconies are the primary feature of the Monterey
style. These features and the overall design reflect Volk’s distinctive
interpretation of the styles.

“Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or
architect whose individual ability has been recognized or who influenced
his age.”

4 South Lake Trail is an excellent representation of the design work of the
architect John L. Volk. John Volk has been recognized as one of the most
important architects to practice in the Town of Palm Beach. Unlike other
talented architects who developed or refined specific styles, John Volk
understood and perfected many varying architectural styles from
Mediterranean Revival to contemporary designs. In the design of this
residence Volk created a British Colonial style home that is harmonious with
its location on the Lake Trail at the western end of Pendleton Lane.

13



VIII. Selected Bibliography

Curl, Donald W. Palm Beach County: An Illustrated History. Northridge,
California: Windsor Publications, Inc., 1987.

The Historical Society of Palm Beach County. Historical and Architectural
Files; Palm Beach County History Online

McAlester, Virginia Savage. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 2015. Revised and expanded from the original edition
written by Virginia and Lee McAlester.

Mayhew, Augustus. Palm Beach: A Greater Grandeur. East Side Press, 2016.
The Palm Beach Daily News. Archived Articles Online

The Palm Beach Post. Archived Articles Online

The Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach. 4 South Lake Trail file

Sanborn Insurance Map of Palm Beach. New York: Sanborn Map Co., 1926
updated to 1952. City of West Palm Beach Public Library, Florida Room.

Town of Palm Beach. Building Permits, 1946—2021.

Town of Palm Beach. Pendleton Avenue Historic District and 4 South Lake
Trail Designation Files.

West Palm Beach City Directories. Asheville, NC: Florida-Piedmont
Directory Company, 1946 -1986. These city directories included Town of
Palm Beach directories and information on Palm Beach residents.

14



IX. Florida Master Site File Form

Page1 HISTORICAL STRUCTURE FORM{  Siess_PB04241
i N FLORIDA MASTER SITE FILE PedDale_12-10-2013
[ Onginat - ! Version 5.0 319 FomDate__9-16-2020
G LA ' Recorder £ MAD
‘ . Shaded Feds rpmant e minTUT scoactatie evel Of daCmeniaton.
Corzutt the Guido 1o Histodos! STucturs Forms for detalied Irctructions.

Site Name(s) (sasre=sfrone) 4 S Lake TRAL Mutipie Lising (DHRonly)
Survey Propct Name _Palm Baach Historical Site Survey Survey # (OHR only)

National Regster Cateqory plesse checkore)  [Hbeldrg  [stucwe  [Odmwd O3t Oobiect

Owrership: Oomveie-peoft [Jpevete-rorpo® [Fpevets-nddssl [prver-nonpedtc [Jcty [Joowrty [Jxtste [Jedew [JNates Amercan [Jteign [CJusnown

LOCATION & MAPPING  Cisar Location Vo |
Shact Nurber Dimcion  SpeetName SrestiTvpe Syl Qimcion
Address: 4 S Lake Trail
Cross Streets (neam=t | between)
USGS 7.5 Map Name_PAIM BEACE USGSDate 1986 Plator Omer Map
City / TOWN taitin 3miesy_P31m Baach In City imits? Elyes Ono DOuninown County _ Palm Baach
Township 435 Range 432 Secion 22 Yesecion: (ONW [OJSw [OJSE [NE Imeguisr-name:
TaxParcel # 50434322230000051 Landgrant
Subdvision Name EILL SUB Biock 200 Lot 00583
UTM Coordinates: Zone (116 (17 EBS"QCEED:D Noming[T T T 1117
Other Coondinates: X: Coordinate System & Datum

Name of Public Tract (e.g., park)

HISTORY | Cler Mintory Vibms

Constrection Year: __ 1546 [Japprowimansly  [yeorlisted or earfer  [CJyear listed or later
Orginal Use Private Rasidence (Housa/Cottage/Ca  From (year: 1946 To (year); 2020
CumentUse Privata Rasidence (Housa/Cottage/Ca MM 1946 Tom 2020

Other Use From (year), To (year);
Moves  [Jes e Jusrcen Date: Ongnal address,
Aneratons: s o [Jurown  Date: Nature _ windows

Ewe: e Quiecnn Datez __ Nature _muiltiple side adans
ATChECt (et name tef: BUikSEr (et rame tr)-

Ownership HiSIory (esecially origirel cunss, dates, peciemsion, et )
PANNILL ALICE Z

Is the Resource Afiected by a Local Presenation Ondinance? [Jyes e [unkncwn  Descride

DESCRIPTION Clomr Dumcription Vadoes:
2

Sile_British Colonial Exienior Plan Irregqular Number of Stones
Extenior Fabec(s) 1. Stucco 2 3.
RoofTypejs) 1. Cabla 2Eip 3.
Roof Matenial(s) 1. Cococrata tila 2. 3.
ROOF Secondary SYUCS. (domess eic) 1. 2
WINJOWS (ypes, matedals, etc)

maltipla: fixed dividad, Franch doors, €/6 w shuttars & stucco sills

istinguishing Architectural Features o ntesicr
maltiplae hip & gable massas, sonme ovarhangs & exposed rafters, side chimney, partial width
balcony, attachad garage, vants

Features / yecond festpes: yme cominaation shest ¥ nasded )
waterfront parcal, gravel driva, fancae, wall w vegatation

DHR USE ONLY OFFICIAL EVALUATION DHR USE ONLY
NR Lzt Dl SHPO - Appesrs to meet crlens for NR isling: [yes Oro  Oinsuficent info Date Ini,
| rx=EPER-Deleminad eigible: Oves O Dete
[ Owner Otyachion MR CrlenaforEwalusion: Oa Ob Oc Od  (see Nefionsl Regisler Bulletin 15, p. 2)
HASEOMENDE'Y eftectve 057014 Florkds Master Sia Flle / Div. of Historical Rescuroes / 1L A Gexy Sidg | 500 § Broncugh B2 Telishasaee, FL 12208008
Sude A 001 FALC Phore S50 2445440 | Fax D508 6430 / Eoonl SieMla@don myflorids com

15



Page 2 HISTORICAL STRUCTURE FORM stess PB04241

DESCRIPTION (c Cear Dumcrigton Vekoms
Chimney: No._1_ Chimney Matenials): 1. Stucco
Sructural Systemys): 1. Masonry - Canaral 2. 3.
mms’: 1. Unknown 2. Mot you ey e e bt B 1 sach Sk © hoe ©
jon Matenalls): 1. Obscured 2. = A . S 1t A ) Bt e
Main Enfrance (stisc detalz)

Condiion (owewmi sesource consteny. Clexcelient [Mgood Oiair  Oldeteriorated  Clruinous
Narratve Desaription of Resource

This 1946 British Colonial stylae building is in good condition.

Archasoiogical Remains [JCneck i fechaacioghoal Fom Completed

RESEARCH METHODS (select all that apply)

[AFMSF record search (Sies/surveys) Olbrary research [buikding pemits [@Sanbom maps

OFL State Archives/photo collection Ociy drecory Olocoupantiowner interview Epiat maps

[dproperty appraiser / tax records Onewspaper fies Oneighbor imzrview OPublic Lands Survey (DEP)

[d cumural resource survey (CRAS) Ohistonc photos Ointenor inspecion COHABS/HAER record search

[(BoMer MEMOGS (descsbe) Town Staff

ReSeoences [pve FUSF 2r ize cominuation sheet ¥ needed)

OPINION OF RESOURCE SIGNIFICANCE Clmer 54 Pcance ek

Appears 10 meet the cteria for National Regisier listing ndividualy? Om: Ere [Jrousdsstinbmaton

mbmumumm&gsmdaw Ow:  Ewe  Drousdestintbematon

of Evakstion wherer or sheet If neadad)
Due to altaraticas, this building no longor ratains sufficiant integrity to meet individual or
district critaria.

Mea(s)oﬁisu'ws'qiauuemmﬂgmquum-suw,msummmxw,m
1 .

2. 4. 6.
DOCUMENTATION Clmar Docsmantation Vakom |

Accessivie Documentation Not Filed with T Si2 File - incuting feid notes, analysis notes, photos, plans and other important documents
1 Dacamentype Nanminng sganizio”

Dacament de=cepton Fle or accession 23
2) Decament e Mainizining cegantztion

Dacament dezcepton Flle o¢ accession 23

RECORDER INFORMATION

Recorder Name Patricia Davenport-Jaccbs Afftiaton

Exsronmrental Sendcas Inc
Recorder Contact Information 7220 Financial Way, Suita 100, Jackscavilla, FL 32256/9044702200/pdavanporte
(addee=s | phone ) fax | e-mall)

© USGS 7.5 MAP WITH STRUCTURE LOCATION CLEARLY INDICATED
© LARGE SCALE STREET, PLAT OR PARCEL MAP iseistie o st reparty sorsser web shes|

© PHOTO OF MAIN FACADE, DIGITAL IMAGE FILE
When submitting an image, it must be includad in digital AND hard Copy FOMMEE (s seper grayecse scomtstie).
Digital image must be at least 1600 X 1200 pixels, 24-bit coior, jpeg or iF.

16



