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I. General Information 
 

Location:    127 Root Trail 
    Palm Beach, Florida 

 
     Date of Construction:  ca. 1905  
 

Architect: No Architect Listed; Likely Builder Designed & 
Constructed 

 
     Present Owner:    Catherine and David Brooker 
 
     Present Use:   Residential 
 
     Present Zoning:   R B    
 
     Palm Beach County 
     Tax Folio Number:  50-43-43-14-10-003-0042 
 

Current Legal Description: Ocean Park H.W. Robbins Addition SLY 1.2 Feet  
of West 10.4 Feet Of Lot 4 & SLY 1.7 Feet of East 
10 Feet of Lot 5 & Roots Subdivision PB1P22 
West 12 Feet of Lot 2 & East 38 Feet of Lot 3 
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II. Location Map 
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III.     Architectural Information 
 
The house located at 127 Root Trail is a two-story Frame Vernacular dwelling 
built circa 1905 during the Pioneer Era in Palm Beach.1  It is located on the north 
side of Root Trail between North Ocean Boulevard and North County Road.  Root 
Trail is a narrow one-way street running west to east with beach access at the 
eastern terminus. 
 
Frame Vernacular buildings represent the most typical method of construction 
used by South Florida’s early pioneers.  This form of architecture does not adhere 
to a particular school of design and generally utilizes locally available materials. 
Frame Vernacular dwellings are simple wood frame buildings which are the 
product of the builder’s experience and response to the environment.  The 
buildings are typically rectangular and rest on piers.  Some early buildings feature 
vertical board and batten siding or shingles. Wood double-hung sash windows are 
typical and ornamentation is sparse, including wood shingles, overhanging eaves, 
rafter tails, corner boards, porch columns and vents in the gable ends. 
 

127 Root Trail is a two-bay wide, L-shaped frame dwelling covered with coursed 
wood shingles and resting on masonry piers.  The first story front façade of the 
main block features the front entry offset to the west and a two-over-two double-
hung sash window east of this entry. All windows in the dwelling, except for the 
stained-glass window, are currently two-over-two double-hung sash. A three-rise 

                                                           
1 Palm Beach Post Then and Now: Palm Beach Panorama.  Palm Beach Post, March 24, 1996.  This article includes a 
1905 photo where this house is likely shown in the background 
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brick staircase leads to the front entry featuring a wood-paneled door. The second 
story front facade has a pair of windows centered on the façade and above these 
windows is a small rectangular stained-glass window in the gabled end. The south 
facing wing of the dwelling features a secondary entry door and single windows 
on the first and second story.  
 
The east and west façades include four windows symmetrically placed on the first 
and second stories. The rear, or north façade, features one window on both the 
first and second stories, a rear entry door, a small porch, a vent in the gable end 
and a flat roof extension with an overhanging eave and rafter tails. Additional 
ornamentation consists of simple wood window surrounds, corner boards and a 
wood cornice over the front entry. The intersecting gable roofs are covered with 
composition shingles.   

 
127 Root Trail has not had any significant additions or alterations in its 
approximate 115 year history, although there is speculation that there may have 
originally been a front porch.2 There have been repairs to the dwelling and the 
roofing material was replaced at least once, but the dwelling is mostly in its 
original condition.   

 
IV. Historical Information 

 
The houses on Root Trail are distinctive in Palm Beach as they are the oldest 
remaining collection of dwellings from the Pioneer Era.  Root Trail is a narrow 
block-long street with mostly small frame vernacular cottages built side by side 
on small lots often very close to the street.  It is a unique enclave historically 
known for its resident artists.   
 
127 Root Trail was built circa 1905.3  The date is presumed from a 1905 
photograph of Root Trail where this house appears to exist east of the women and 
dwelling in the forefront.  The house may actually have an earlier date or later 
date, but it was built prior to 1919 as it is shown on the 1919 Sanborn Insurance 
Map. House names were very popular in Palm Beach in the early years and City 
Directory research suggests that 127 Root Trail was named De La Mar.     

                                                           
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
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Root’s Subdivision, which originally consisted of 18 lots on the north side of Root 
Trail, is one of the oldest subdivisions in Palm Beach.  The first recorded 
transaction in Root’s Subdivision took place in 1903 when Palm Beach was still 
part of Dade County and eight years prior to the Town of Palm Beach being 
incorporated.  Root’s Subdivision and Root Trail were both named for Enoch 
Root, an early Pioneer of Palm Beach.4  Enoch Root was an artist and many of the 
houses on Root Trail were historically owned or rented by artists.  The houses are 
unpretentious and have Pioneer Era Florida charm not found in other areas of Palm 
Beach. 

1919 Sanborn Insurance Map 

                                                           
4 Records of the Clerk of the County Court indicate Enoch Root was involved in the initial transactions on Root Trail 
and The Lake Worth Pioneer Association Records indicate Root Trail was named after Enoch Root. A May 2, 1988, 
Palm Beach Post Newspaper Article, “Root Trail: A Neighborhood Unto Itself,” quotes a resident stating that Root 
Trail was named after Root’s Pineapple Farm., however there is no evidence supporting this claim.  
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Historical Photograph of Root Trail by E.W. Hazard – Circa 1905 
Palm Beach Panorama, published by the Henry Morrison Flagler Museum 

 
It is not clear when the configuration of the Root Subdivision Lots 2 and 3 changed 
but when the O’Sullivan’s purchased the property from Alice Carr in the 1930s 
the lot description was Roots Subdivision West 12 feet of Lot 2 and East 38 feet 
of Lot 3.5  Annie C. O’Sullivan, who also owned the property next door at 135 
Root Trail, lived on Root Trail from the 1930s until her death in 1973. Annie 
O’Sullivan moved to Palm Beach in 1919 and was one of the earliest members of 
the Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce.  She served on the alter guild of 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church, was president of the Palm Beach High 
School PTA and was a member of the Daughters of the Confederacy and 
Daughters of the American Revolution. Werner Nordhoff purchased the house 
from the O’Sullivan’s in 1974 before selling it to Tod Draz in 1978. Tod Draz was 
a famous fashion illustrator who restored and decorated127 Root Trail as well as 
131 and 133 Root Trail which were smaller buildings on the property. At this time 
the houses were known as the Three Bears with 127 Root Trail known as Papa 
Bear.6   
 
127 Root Trail was purchased in 2020 by the current owners, Catherine and David 
Brooker.  The Brookers are planning additions and alterations to the dwelling that 
include adding front and back porches, a two-story, two-bay wide front gabled 
wing closely matching the current main block of the dwelling. This addition will 
change the house from an L-shape to a U-shape. The windows, doors, foundation, 
roof and mechanical systems will all be updated to meet current building code 
standards. 
 

                                                           
5 The current property description is Ocean Park H.W. Robbins Addition SLY 1.2 Feet of West 10.4 Feet Of Lot 4 
& SLY 1.7 Feet of East 10 Feet of Lot 5 & Roots Subdivision PB1P22 West 12 Feet of Lot 2 & East 38 Feet of Lot 
3; This adds a small 1.2 feet of Lot 4 and 1.7 feet of Lot 5 in the rear that is located in the Ocean Park H.W. Robbins 
Addition. 
6 The small house west of 127 Root Trail was Mama Bear and the house in the rear was Baby Bear.  Both houses 
have since been demolished. 
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Enoch Root 
 
Born in Canaan, Connecticut, Enoch Root moved to Moline, Illinois, at the age of 
fourteen.  Five years later he traveled to Europe to spend two years studying art.  
Upon returning to America he spent two years with his brothers as a gold miner 
in Colorado.  In 1862, Root enlisted in the Third Colorado Infantry and was 
promoted to Captain of Company H, 68th Regiment, U.S. Infantry.  He stayed 
active in service until the end of the Civil War.   
 
In 1867, Root enrolled in the Chicago Academy of Design, became a student of 
Conrad Dehi, for a year and then went back to Europe for more study and travel.  
He returned to America in 1873 and that August married Victoria Adelaide Ward 
in Providence, Rhode Island.  They settled in Chicago and Root started an art 
school in the Art Institute Building.  He closed the school when the Academy of 
Design reopened, and Root became affiliated with the academy, serving in several 
capacities, including Secretary and President.   
 
Enoch and Victoria wintered in Palm Beach starting in 1889 and in 1892 they 
purchased a tract of land extending from the lake to the ocean along the present 
day Oleander Way and Root Trail.  They built a house for themselves and this 
became their permanent home, residing there except for short summer visits to 
Chicago and Connecticut.7  Later they built cottages for artists on their property 
and laid out Root Trail.8 
 
Enoch Root did not appear to exhibit professionally in Palm Beach, however he 
was an early and possibly founding member of the Palm Beach County Art Club.  
In 1911, Enoch was elected to the first Palm Beach Town Council. Enoch was a 
founding member of the Lake Worth Pioneer Association, open to those who 
settled in Palm Beach prior to 1893. He was also an active member of the Palm 
Beach Property Owner’s Association, the Masons and the Grand Army of the 
Republic (G.A.R.).  Enoch also served as a Palm Beach Postmaster and Justice of 
the Peace in the early 1900s.  Victoria was a member of the Guild of Bethesda-
by-the-Sea Episcopal Church, a group of notable Society women integral in fund-
raising for the church.    

                                                           
7 It is not clear whether their house was on the ocean or the lake side of their property.  The William Gray Warden 
Residence National Register Nomination states that the site of the current Warden house formerly contained one 
of the first houses in Palm Beach which was owned by the late Enoch Root.  The 1919 Sanborn Map shows a larger 
frame house with some smaller frame buildings on the site of the Warden house, which is at the eastern end of 
Root Trail fronting the ocean. 
8 Francis Gilmor, “History of Palm Beach County Art Club One of Fascinating Chapters in the Annals of the City,” 
Palm Beach Times 17 February 1924. 
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Victoria Root passed away July 27, 1914.  Shortly after Enoch suffered a stroke 
and was cared for by his sister-in-law, Mary E.L. Root, who had previously moved 
to Palm Beach.  Enoch died on June 27, 1915 and both he and Victoria are buried 
in Woodlawn Cemetery in West Palm Beach.   Part of the Root’s property was 
sold to artist Daisy Erb, who created an artist’s colony.9  
 
V.  Architects Biography  
 
No Architect is listed for 127 Root Trail. This frame vernacular building was 
likely designed and constructed by a local builder. 
 
VI. Statement of Significance 
 
The house at 127 Root Trail is significant as a very good example of a Pioneer 
Era Frame Vernacular dwelling located on a street renowned for its early 1900’s 
buildings.  While its style is widespread in South Florida, its scarcity in the Town 
of Palm Beach and its location on Root Trail in the early Root’s Subdivision 
increases the properties significance as an historic resource.  
 
VII. Criteria For Designation  
 
Section 16-38A of the Town of Palm Beach Landmark’s Preservation Ordinance 
#2-84 outlines the criteria for designation of a landmark or landmark site and 
suggests that at least one criterion must be met to justify the designation.  Listed 
below are criteria which relate to this property and justification for designation: 
 
(1) “Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social 

history of the nation, state, county or town.” 
 
127 Root Trail is an important dwelling on Root Trail, a street of mostly early 
Frame Vernacular houses.  The lots it sits on were part of the early Root’s 
Subdivision named for early, civically active artist pioneers of Palm Beach, 
Enoch and Victoria Root. The unique character of the dwelling exemplifies 
the early history of the Town of Palm Beach and the Pioneer Era of the 
architecture. Annie O’Sullivan, an early and active resident of Palm Beach, 
owned the house for forty years and Tod Draz, a famous fashion illustrator, 

                                                           
9 Palm Beach Post, 7 January 1921. 
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restored and decorated the house in the 1980s when Root Trail was again an 
enclave for artists.  

 
(3) “Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is a 

specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of 
construction or use of indigenous materials or craftsmen.” 
 
127 Root Trail is a very good example of the Frame Vernacular style of 
architecture that is representative of the development in South Florida from 
the late nineteenth century to the early twentieth century. Frame vernacular 
architecture does not adhere to academic guidelines and is noted for its 
simplicity and modest origins.  The dwelling’s wood double-hung sash 
windows, coursed wood shingles, rafter tails, corner boards, gabled roofs and 
masonry piers are all noteworthy features of Frame Vernacular houses. 
 
While the Frame Vernacular style of construction is perhaps one of the most 
prominent residential design styles in early South Florida, its scarcity in the 
Town of Palm Beach makes the existence of 127 Root Trail very significant. 
The high level of the integrity of the dwelling along with its unique location 
on Root Trail sets it apart from a Town known for opulence and grandeur.10 

                                                           
10 Jane Day, 145 Root Trail Landmark Designation Report, 20 November 1996. 
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