RESOLUTION NO. 145-2020

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF PALM BEACH, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA
CONCURRING WITH THE REQUEST OF THE TOWN’S
CHIEF OF POLICE, TO EXTEND THE CHIEF’S
DECLARATION OF THE EXISTENCE OF A STATE OF
EMERGENCY WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF
THE TOWN TO JANUARY 12, 2021, UNLESS EARLIER
TERMINATED BY THE CHIEF OF POLICE, AT WHICH
TIME THE TOWN COUNCIL WILL ADDRESS THE NEED
FOR ANY EXTENSION OF THE DECLARATION OF
EMERGENCY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, 2019 Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) is a severe, acute respiratory
illness that can spread among humans through respiratory transmission and presents with
symptoms similar to those of influenza; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) has declared a pandemic related to
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has declared the
potential public health threat posed by COVID-19 as “high”, both in the United States and
throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-51,
declaring that appropriate measures to control the spread of COVID-19 in the State of Florida are
necessary, and therefore directed that a Public Health Emergency be declared in the State of
Florida; and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-52,

declaring a State of Emergency in the State of Florida regarding the COVID-19 pandemic; and



WHEREAS, the President of the United States has declared a State of Emergency for the
Country to address the public health threat to the United States of America as a result of COVID-
19; and

WHEREAS, a threat of impact from COVID-19 exists throughout the corporate limits of
the Town of Palm Beach and elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 poses a danger to life and the economic well-being of Palm Beach
residents; and

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police of the Town of Palm Beach, pursuant to the authority of
Section 58-41 of the Town Code of Ordinances, has declared a state of emergency exists within
the corporate boundaries of the Town; and

WHEREAS Florida Statute Section 870.042 provides that the designated official, in this
case the Chief of Police, has the authority to exercise the emergency powers conferred in Sections
870.041 through 870.047 of the Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, Section 870.047, Florida Statutes, provides for the duration and termination
of a State of Emergency and provides that the emergency declaration shall terminate at the end of
the period of seventy-two (72) consecutive hours unless prior to the end of the seventy-two (72)
hour period, the declaration of emergency has been terminated; and

WHEREAS, any extension of the seventy-two (72) hour time limit must be accomplished
by request from the public official and the concurrence of the Town Council by duly enacted
resolution in regular or special session; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council approved Resolution No. 122-2020 on November 10, 2020,
granting the Chief of Police’s request that the seventy-two (72) hour time limit be extended to

December 8, 2020; and
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WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has requested that the time limit be extended again to
January 12, 2021, unless earlier terminated by the Chief of Police.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF PALM BEACH, PALM BEACH COUNTY FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The request of the Chief of Police to further extend the time period for the
declaration of emergency is hereby granted.

Section 2. The declaration of emergency shall remain in effect until January 12, 2021,
unless earlier terminated by the Chief of Police, at which time the Town Council will address the
need for any extension of the declaration of the emergency.

Section 3. During this period of time, the Chief of Police has the authority to extend
or amend any of the emergency measures declared in the initial declaration of emergency as
provided by the terms of Florida Statute Section 870.045.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect upon execution. A copy of this Resolution shall
be filed in the office of the Town Clerk and delivered to the appropriate news media and by posting
on the Town’s website.

PASSED AND ADOPTED in a regular, adjourned session of the Town Council of the

Town of Palm Beach assembled this 8th day of December, 2020.

Gail L. Coniglio, Mayor

ATTEST:

Queenester Nieves, CMC, Town Clerk
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