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The Deltaplan: creating a fortress against the sea













The Deltaprogram: Sustainable, Flexible and Solidarity

• Framework for climate adaptation: 2020 
à 2025 à 2100

• New political-administrative, legal and 
financial measures

• Incorporating uncertainty into the 

planning process using scenario’s

• Long term vision, short term actions

• Integrated approach

• Radical change in discourse
Instead of: What can happen? Ask: Under what conditions does the policy fail?





Flooding in the United States has cost more than $1 trillion in inflation adjusted 
dollars since 1980 and represents over 63% of the cost associated with 
all billion dollar or more natural disasters (First Street Foundation)
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Dutch Dialogues™ CharlestonDevelopment Guidelines

Zone
Approx. 

Land Elev.
(NAVD)

Allowable 
Development 

Density

Allowable 
Foundation 

Types

Fill 
Allowed

Potential 
Stormwater BMPs

Wet Zone 0 – 6’ None N/A No Living 
Shorelines/Buffers

Ecological Zone 6 – 10’ Limited (Single) Elevated Roadways 
Only

Promote Buffers/Open 
Systems/Space/ Storage 

Only

Transitional
Ecological Zone 10 – 15’ Moderate Elevated/ Limited 

Slab on Grade Limited

Closed Systems/ Open 
Space/Storage and 

Green Infrastructure/ 
Infiltration

Community Zone > 15’ Moderate to Urban Mix Limited to 
Moderate

Green Infrastructure/ 
Infiltration and Limited 

Closed Systems



Thank you for your attention


