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I. General Information

Location:

Date of Construction:
First Owner:

Current Owner:
Architect/Builder:
Present Use:

Present Zoning:

Palm Beach County
Tax Folio Number:

Current Legal Description:

218 Seaspray Avenue
Palm Beach, Florida

1925

City Builders Realty Company
Richard Pollack

City Builders Realty Company
Residential

RB

50-43-43-22-07-000-4450

Lots 445 and 447, of Poinciana Park 2"
Addition, according to the map or plat
thereof as recorded in Plat Book 6, Page 86,
Public Records of Palm Beach County,
Florida



Il1. Location Map
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I11. Architectural Informatin



The single-family residence located at 218 Seaspray Avenue is an attractive
example of the Mediterranean Revival style of architecture designed and built
by City Builder’s Realty Company. The house and accessory garage structure
were constructed in 1925 during the height of Palm Beach’s housing boom and
sit on a lot on the south side of Seaspray Avenue in the heart of the Poinciana
Park subdivision.

Mediterranean Revival style architecture is an eclectic design style that was
inspired by the architecture of countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea,
particularly Spain, Italy, France and North Africa. Buildings of this style often
have asymmetrical massing and fenestration, balconies, arched openings,
ornate cast-stone elements, decorative ironwork and clay barrel tile roofs. The
style was extremely popular throughout South Florida during the 1920°’s
building boom.

218 Seaspray Avenue’s Mediterranean Revival design, while modest
compared to other more elaborate variations of the style, is compatible and in
scale with the other residences on Seaspray Avenue and the “Sea Streets”
helping to maintain the historic fabric of the area. The residence is an
asymmetrical two-story dwelling constructed of wood framing surfaced with
rough stucco. The roof is comprised of a combination of gable and hip roofs
surfaced with barrel tiles and flat roofs.



The main facade faces north and has a two bay design. The western bay
features a front facing gable roof with a round louvered gable end vent covered
with a metal grille. The eastern bay has a hip roof that covers a projecting open
balcony that is highlighted with a stucco band and supported by stucco and
wood brackets. The openings of the balcony feature wood beams and a
centered wood column on the main fagade. The first floor of the main facade
has two pairs of tall multi-light casement windows with transoms.

'

5 S




Beyond the front facade the home projects to the west, and at this junction is a
chimney topped with a triangular chimney cap. A round multi-light window
Is located on the first floor of this fagcade, facing the street. The main entrance
to the residence is located on the west fagade just south of the exterior chimney.
The driveway, also located on the west side of the property, leads to the
entrance. Two wide stone steps lead to a decorative metal screen door with a
glass door to enter the residence. A stucco door surround and a decorative
copper canopy, supported by scrolled metal brackets, accentuate the home’s
entrance.

The fenestration of the residence is comprised of pairs of multi-light
aluminum-clad wood French doors and casement windows, some with
transoms. The windows openings feature stucco sills. Beyond the home’s
entrance, the driveway continues to the rear yard and an accessory garage
structure that is located at the northwest corner of the property. An arched
metal gate encloses the rear yard. The two-story accessory structure has a
rectangular plan with a flat roof accented with barrel tile coping. A pool is
located to the east of the accessory structure.



Since it’s construction in 1925, there have been alterations and additions to the
residence. Alterations to the exterior include the replacement of the roof,
windows and doors. The site wall along Seaspray Avenue was constructed in
1987 and the swimming pool was installed in 2002. Over the years several
small additions were constructed. These additions were towards the rear of the
structure and did not affect the structure’s historic integrity.! In 2002, a flat
roofed second floor porch was partially enclosed to create a bathroom and the
projecting balcony on the main facade of the residence. While located on the
main facade, the design of the addition with projecting balcony is compatible
with the architectural character of the residence and is differentiated from the
original structure helping to preserve its historic integrity.?

1 Additions to the residence include: a 10’ x 10’ addition constructed to the living room (1935),a 5 x 8’
porch addition (1952), a small addition on the second floor at the rear (1954), a porch at the rear (1957),
and a 12’ x 6’ addition to the dining room and 10’ x 13’ bedroom addition on the second floor at the rear
(2016).

2 The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation Standard Number 9 states, “New additions,
exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will
be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect
the historic integrity of the property and its environment.”
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V. Historical Information

The house at 218 Seaspray Avenue is located in the Poinciana Park
Subdivision. Poinciana Park was platted and largely developed by Oscar A.
Jose and his City Builders Realty Company. Jose created Poinciana Park by
purchasing tracts of land south of the Breakers and the Royal Poinciana Hotel
from Lake Worth to the Atlantic Ocean. This area became the “Sea” streets
with Sea Breeze platted in 1914 followed by Sea Spray in 1917 and the north
side of Sea View in 1923.2 A brochure designed and distributed by City
Builders Realty Company titled “Poinciana Park, The Preferred Location,”
goes into great detail about the many advantages of wintering in Palm Beach
and the benefits of owning a house in centrally located Poinciana Park, close
to all of the town’s amenities but removed from the “rush and bustle of the
hotel center.” Oscar Jose was one of the early developers to recognize the
potential in Palm Beach for building something other than a grand estate or
spending the season at a hotel. Poinciana Park was an attempt to make Palm
Beach more family oriented and the Palm Beach life-style more accessible to
the “upper-middle class.”>

As early as 1919, City Builder’s had difficulty keeping up with the housing
demand. Houses were selling quickly and there were not enough rental
properties to keep up with all of the seasonal requests. Despite this demand,
City Builders did not construct cookie-cutter houses. Each house was unique
and of high quality. An August 4, 1919 Palm Beach Post article stated,

“With six houses underway now, the City Builders Realty
Company will at once start seven more houses in Poinciana Park.
Each of the houses will vary in style of construction in order to

3 Sea Breeze, Sea Spray and Sea View were the original spellings of the Poinciana Park Avenues. A
January 28, 1917 City Builders Realty Company advertisement in the Palm Beach Post stated, “We have
platted a new addition to Poinciana Park and we are advertising for a name for the new street. $10.00
for an acceptable name.” The street was named Sea Spray Avenue.

4 “Poinciana Park, The Preferred Location,” Brochure distributed by City Builders Realty. No Date.
Located in the Poinciana Park file at the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach. Ownership or seasonal
rental of a house in Poinciana Park included a membership in the Sea Spray Beach Club. Located on the
ocean side of South Ocean Boulevard and Seaspray Avenue, the fashionable club provided members
with an Olympic-sized salt water pool, tennis courts, changing rooms, a solarium, and popular dining
facilities. They had sports programs for children and Oscar Jose’s son, who had been a boxing champion,
taught John F. Kennedy to box at the Sea Spray Beach Club. Beginning in 1929, Oscar Jose recognized
that many residents of Poinciana Park were becoming year round residents rather than just seasonal
occupants so they opened the Sea Spray Beach Club as the “Summer Bath Club” for their members who
stayed in town during the summer months.

5 “Preservationist’s Home Gets Landmarks’ OK,” Palm Beach Daily News, 22 January 1998.
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avoid monotony. Some of the houses are for clients who have
bought lots; others will be available for sale or rental.”

Many of the earlier houses were bungalows or a variation of the Colonial
Revival style, including a number of Dutch Colonial Revival style houses. At
the time, the houses were called “cottages” and residents were considered part
of the “cottage colony.” In the 1920s, City Builders Realty Company began
building more Mediterranean Revival style houses as the popularity of the style
grew rapidly in Palm Beach. The residence at 218 Seaspray Avenue is an
example of the changing of architectural styles during this time in the Town’s
history.

Originally owned and constructed by City Builders Realty Company the
residence has had several owners over the years. Early owners included J.W.
Galloway, J.J. Kelly, and Alfred V. Leaman. The current owner Richard
Pollack purchased the residence in 2002 and has been an excellent steward of
the property.

V. Architect/Builders Biography
City Builders Realty Company

One of the earliest companies to successfully construct and promote real estate
development in the Town of Palm Beach was the Indianapolis based City
Builders Realty Company headed by Oscar A. Jose. In 1914, City Builders
Realty Company became part of a growing number of successful Midwestern
firms who opened offices in South Florida prior to the 1920s Boom Time Era.
Indiana contemporaries of Jose included City of Hollywood developer Joseph
Young and Miami Beach developer Carl Fisher. These astute businessmen
were instrumental in promoting South Florida as a desirable place to reside.

Beginning in 1914, City Builders Realty Company purchased tracts of land
from Palm Beach pioneers including William Lanehart, Elisha Dimick,
Frederick Robert, Henry Maddock, H.F. Hammon, E.M. Brelsford and Harvey
Geer.® These combined parcels, renamed Poinciana Park by Jose, extended
from Lake Worth to the Atlantic Ocean south of the Royal Poinciana Hotel and

6 Information found in the Poinciana Park file at the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach. The
paper lists land title searches of properties in Poinciana Park.
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the Breakers Hotel. The streets were named Sea Breeze Avenue, Sea Spray
Avenue and Sea View Avenue, and included 820 lots, though most properties
encompassed three or four of the twenty-five foot wide lots. The Company
provided water, electric and sewer connections, sidewalks and lush
landscaping. In the 1910s, houses were marketed as complete packages for
families, fully furnished for a seasonal residence, however, by the 1920s they
were being marketed for both seasonal and permanent residence. Additional
amenities included the private Sea Spray Beach Club, nearby public and
private schools, dockage for private yachts and attractive term financing for
those who desired to finance their house. Commercial buildings were
prohibited from the Poinciana Park Subdivision.

City Builders Realty Company designed and constructed a number of the
houses in Poinciana Park. The company also marketed lots to other Palm
Beach builders and architects who maintained the size, scale and quality of
residences as originally established within the subdivision. Designed to
impress an upscale market of both the permanent homebuyers and those
interested in leasing seasonal Palm Beach residences, City Builders Realty
Company made a lasting impression on Palm Beach architecture and lifestyle.

V1. Statement of Significance

The residence located at 218 Seaspray Avenue was designed and constructed
by City Builder’s Realty Company at the height of the South Florida Land
Boom. The home’s simple Mediterranean Revival design is characteristic of
the modest single-family residences being constructed in the Poinciana Park
subdivision by one of the Town’s early successful development companies.

VI1I. Criteria For Designation

Section 54-161 of the Town of Palm Beach Landmarks Preservation Ordinance
outlines the criteria for designation of a landmark or landmark site and suggests
that at least one criterion must be met to justify the designation. Listed below
are criteria that relate to this property and justification for designation:

(1) “Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social
history of the nation, state, county or town.”
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The house located at 218 Seaspray Avenue reflects the broad cultural
and economic history of the Town of Palm Beach. Seaspray Avenue
Is part of the Poinciana Park subdivision that was one of the Island’s
first successful large residential developments. Poinciana Park was
specifically aimed at the upper middle class family who desired either
a Palm Beach winter residence or a permanent year round residence.
While Palm Beach’s reputation rested upon the individual grand
estates and fashionable hotels, the success of Poinciana Park helped
establish another dimension to the development of Palm Beach. The
house is also important because it helps maintain the historic fabric of
Seaspray Avenue, the Sea Streets, and the development of the town
during the 1920’s.

(3) “Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is
a specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of
construction or use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.”

The residence located at 218 Seaspray Avenue is a good example of
Mediterranean Revival style architecture, and in particular as an
example of the smaller-scale Mediterranean Revival homes being
constructed in the Poinciana Park subdivision by City Builders Realty
Company during the Land Boom of the 1920s. The home features
many design elements characteristic of the Mediterranean Revival
style including an asymmetrical design, stucco facades, barrel tile
roofing, decorative metal work, stucco door surrounds and window
sills, and multi-light windows and doors.
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IX. Florida Master Site File Form

— II":,]'I{:{.];{: b . ) Sits 88 FBOG749
B e S| HISTORICAL STRUCTURE FORM Recorder g Jone 5. Doy
. E]]L § L] Elvatronio Yersion 1.1 Fisdd Date 10/6,/2010
L Form Date 101572010
. . Formido 201010
First Site Form Recorded for this Site?  HOD N ——
| GENERAL INFORMATION
Site Name (acdress If none) Fichard Pollock, Bouse Muttipie Liafing (DHR anly)
Other Hames = | ]
&[wmpmjadm Palm Beach Historic Sites Sorvey, Phase W Survey®
Mational Register Category Building(=)
| LOCATION & IDENTIFICATION
Address
218 Seaspray Avenues

Croas Sreets neareall between) Coccanut Bow & 5. County Bd.

Ciby | Towm pwithin 3 miles) Tosm of Palm Beach In Current City Limits? _YES
County Palm Beach Tax Parcel 85) 50-43-43-22-07-000-4450

Subdivigion Mame Poincisna pack, 2nd Add Block Lot 445, 447
W‘Brﬂip Private Individoal

Mams of Pulblic Tract (2.9, park)
Fuoute to (especially if o sireet address) On the south side of Seaspray Awe. between Cocoanut Row and 5.
Comnty Rd.

| MAFFING

USES 7.5 Map Mame Publication Date »>{BALM BEACH:1983
Townahip: Faangs: Sectior 114 section: #» (435 43E .22 ;IMSP
Ireguiar Section Mame:

Landgrant

UTM:Zong__ Eaafing Maorthing

Plat or Other Map (map’s name, Iocaion)

| DESCRIPTION

Siyle Mediterranean Revival Dier Style

Exterior flan Irregular Cither Extarior Plan

Mumber of Stofes 2

Strucharal Systemiz) > [Wood Ereme |
Other Structural Systemis) hellow clay tila

Foundation Typedz) > |Comtinumous ]
(ther Foundation Types

Foundation Material(s) »» |Comcrete Block ]
Other Foundation Mas=rialis)

Exdarior Fabricis) »  [Btmoco ]
Other Exterior Fabricis)

Fuood Type{s) »  [Hip ]
Other Rioof Typefz)

Roof Materidis) % |Barzel tile ]
Other Rioof Materialls)

Foof Sscondary Sinucturels) [domens atc) s3[Ehed extenzicn
(ther Roof Secondary Struceure(s)

Number of Chimreys 1
Other Chimney Maberialls) stusss on azbaslos

Chimney Localion{s) et in W cormer
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HISTORICAL STRUCTURE FORM BEBOET43

DESCRIPTION (continued)

‘Window Descriptions 6/6 DHS, fixed

Main Enirance Deacriplion (stylistic delaill) On the nocth facads

Porchea: Sopen Helosad fincised Locationjs)
Porch Roof Typea(s)

Edwerior Omamenf attic vent, wrooght iron, cast stone

Inierior Mlan  Irregular Other infarior Plan
Condiion Good

Commarcial WONE of thiz category Reasitenfia: ALL thiz category

Institutional: BONE of this category Undeveioped: WOBE of this category

Ancillay Faatunes Number | type of outhuildings. major ndscape feamres)

Archasciogical Remans (destribe): none chserved
I archasciogical remaing are present, was an Archasclogical Site Form complatsd?
) ipfion (opt e

HISTORY
Consfruction year 1527
Architect (last name firsty  ookoown Builder (1asf name first); City Builders Realty Co.
Type of Charge voar of Change  Date Change Moted Descrip@on of Changes
L] ]
Year Uss Started Yaar Uss Ended »» |Private residence;1925;

Cramarship History (sapecially onginal ownes, dabes, profession, sic.|

RESEARCH METHODS

Fesaanch Msihods bbl!:l.mi.n.c local property records |
(Cther resaanch methods

SURVEYOR'S EVALUATION OF SITE
Potentially Bligibie for 2 Local Regiser?  INSUFE. INFD Name of Local Register i Bigihle Paln Beach Landmarks
Idivichually Eligibie for Mafional Register? IHSUFE . IHFD
Pobential Conlributor to MR Destrict? -
Area(s) of hisborical significancs »> [Azchitecture ]

Explanation of Evalmiion (required] Boilt by a well know developer, this honse from the Boom Times of the

153205 is worthy of further stuody.
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HISTORICAL STEUCTURE FOREM BERO6T4S

DOCUMENTATION [Fhotos, Plans, etc.)

Photographic Negatives or Diher Collecions Mot Filed wilh FMSF, inchuding Field Moles, Plans, ofher important Documents.

File or Accaasion I Deacriptive Informabon:

RECORDER INFORMATION

Recorder Mame [Last Firsf) Day, Jane 5.
FRecorder Addreas | Phong 726 Granada Dr., Boca Faton, FL 33432 2 S561-362-4473

Recorder Affiliaiion Besearch Atlantica Other Affiliation Town of Palm Beach

12 a Text-Only Supplement File Attached {Surveyor Only]?

et MASTER SITE FILE USE OMLY *****

Cultural Rasoures Typa: SHPO's Evaluation of Resowrce
Elecironic Fomm Used: Daks
Form Type Coda:
Form Cuality Ranking:
Form Siabus Codac
Supplement File Status: Compuisr Eniry Dabs:
[Form Comments:
REQUIRED (1) USG5 7.5" MAP WITH STRUCTURE PINPOINTED IN RED
PAPER (2) LARGE SCALE STREET OR FLAT MAP
ATTACHMENTS (3) PHOTO OF MAIN FACADE, B&W, AT LEAST 3"X5"
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