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Florida - ¢

TOWN OF PALM BEACH

PZB DEPARTMENT

Guy Rabideau, Esq.
direct: 561.402.7411

grabideau@rabideauklein.com
Florida Bar Board Certified in Real Estate Law

November 19, 2024

Landmarks Preservation Commission
360 South County Road
Palm Beach, FL 33480

Re:  Potential Landmarking of 301 Ridgeview Drive, Palm Beach, Florida 33480

Dear Chairperson Patterson and Commission Members:

This firm represents David Strong, as Trustee of the Donald Carmichael Residuary Trust #1
U/A/D January 21, 1987, the owner of 301 Ridgeview Drive (the “Property”), and Anne
Carmichael, whose homestead is at the Property (collectively, the “Owners”).

The Owners received notice that the Landmarks Preservation Commission is considering
designating the Property as a Landmark (the “Landmarking™). The Owners do not believe that
the Property meets the requirements for Landmarking and are opposed to such Landmarking.

The amount of changes to the Property have been extensive and comprehensive. The home was
originally built in 1936 according to a design by Marion Sims Wyeth, but it can no longer be
considered a Wyeth home due to the quantity and extent of the changes to the surface finishes,
the design elements, and subsequent additions to the home, all of which has taken place on a
consistent basis over its near 90 year history.

Attached as Exhibit “1” is a copy of the original elevations for the house (the “Original
Elevations™). Here is a list of changes to the house since it was built:

Surface Finishes:

L. The Original Elevations note that the roof is comprised of wood shingles. The roof has
been replaced and modified many times. Currently there are no wood roof shingles on
home. The current roof is primarily concrete and asphalt shingles.

2. For exterior wall surfaces, the Original Elevations note wood and stucco. At some point
since construction, the exterior walls have been changed to brick with some areas of
wood. Tim Givens with Tim Givens Building & Remodeling, Inc. performed an
inspection and determined that the brick was added at a date later than the original
construction of the home (see Exhibit “2”). The photographs on the Tim Givens report
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show that where the Original Elevations showed wood, there is now brick, and where
there is shown stucco, there is now brick and wood. Also noteworthy about the brick is
that in the 1980s, the brick was hand brushed to change the look to more of a Chicago
brick effect. One section remains unpainted.

Overall, this means that essentially no exterior surface is as originally designed and built.

Design Elements:

3.

4,

The servant’s entrance and porch to the kitchen on the front of the house was eliminated.

The front was significantly changed with a changed doorway design, a changed covered
portico, and new columns.

New entrance columns were added off Ridgeview Drive (see Exhibit “3™).
There was a change to the opening location in the wall to the garage area.

When the brick was added to the house, it eliminated most of the roof overhang.

Subsequent Additions and Removals:

8.

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

In the 1950s, there was an extension to the library to the south which also added a sloped
roof in that location (see Exhibit “4™),

The first-floor loggia was changed (see Exhibit “5).

The second-floor deck was enclosed.

A new fiarge pool and pool deck was added (see Exhibit “6”).
A new pool house was added (see Exhibit “77).

The North wall of the loggia was pushed out for more space, which also eliminated the
existing door and windows. A large sliding glass door was added.

With the additional of more land to the original property in the 1990s, a one-car garage
was built and attached to the existing two-car garage (see Exhibit “8”).

An asphalt drive was removed, and a larger concrete drive was added (see Exhibit “9”).

With the complete change to all the exterior surfaces, the multiple changes to the original design
elements, and the many extensive additions to the exterior, the house cannot be considered a
Wyeth designed home, nor the design of any one architect or era. The changes to this home have
been so extensive it fails to meet the criteria for Landmarking as it reflects neither one architect,
one design style, or even one era. It is a chameleon of homes.
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For these reasons, the Property should not be landmarked.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Guy Rabideau

Enclosures

Guy Rabideau, Esq.
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Exhibit «2~»
Tim Givens
Building & Remodeling, Inc.

Dear Anne,

As per your request, | visited your home at 301 Ridgeview to try to ascertain if

the brick fagade was original to the house.

| was able to view the board and batten exterior cladding behind the brick and
after reviewing the original Wyeth & King plans dated April 25, 1936, I'm sure the brick

was added at a later date.

The entry portico and Dentil facia do not match the plan as well as numerous

additions and alterations to the house.

The original wood shingle roof has been changed to a 3 tab fiberglass material

which has no relevance to the original design.

Best regards,
L ==
Tim Givens

Tim Givens Building & Remodeling, Inc.

5390 Georgia Ave.
West Palm Beach, FL 33405
561.533.5828
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Exhibit “8”

COWN @F FALM BEACH

PERMIT NO. 8061321 - 1
ISSUED ON 4/22/2003
is granted in accordance with plans and specifications,

submitted with the permit application, for property legally
descnbed herein, to:

MITCHELL, JOHEN G 8/04 Location:

JOHN G MITCHELL INC 301 RIDGEVIEW DR
1440 OLD OKEECHOBEE RD Suite #:

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33401

Ephone: 561/655-6000 Cert: CGC-13718 VRU #: 1463
‘Permit Type and Purpose:

l1ding / Additions / Residential Addition CBS
MD ;310 SQ FT,1-STORY,CBS GARAGE.ASPH SHINGLE

er of Record: Tenant Name:
: s!CJARMI(','I—[AE]‘_, DONALD

301 RIDGEVIEW DR
M BEACH FL 33480 3333, 334803333

Zoning District Landmark: N
Flood Zone, 0' Base floor elevatiocn, 0' Exist. or Prop.
$21,500 Fee: $645.00

1 a raquired inspection is nol requested, penmholderaasmu.mmespl:ﬂabllnywm SuTownAlmMmmSoc 105.6

Sitior h mld .gomr;.fnyomn ol thig [‘I THERE MWBE ADD%ONAL RESTRICTIO&E’APPL
ICAB| IS P T
MAY BE FOUND N THE PUBLIG RECORDS OEQT'.{-?IS COUNTY AND THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL PERMITS RELEL};FOIETSFHOMROS%REY HAT
GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES SUCH AS WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS, STATE AGENCIES, OR FEDERAL AGENCIES.

TWARNING TO OWNER™ YOUR FAILURE TO RECORD A NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT MAY RESULT IN
. YOU PAYING TWICE FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO YOUR PROPERTY, IF YOU INTEND TO OBTAIN FINANCING,
‘CONSULT WITH YOUR LENDER OR ATTORNEY BEFORE RECORDING YOUR NOTICE OF

hmummnmwm bummmandwukhhl m&m:lhTwndMM
Nt S ot T gu‘ s St Syt

that THE ISSUANC OF THIS TIS DITIONED UPCN COMPLIANCE WITH ANY ALS GRANTED BY THE
'TOWN UNGIL, LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION, AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION, AND THAT ANY
‘ﬁHEPRESENTQTION OF FACTS PERTAINING TO REQUIRED PERMIT INFORMATION AND/OR THE REQLHRED DESIGN

. SHALLBEOONSIDEFIED PRIMA-FACIE EVIDENCE AND BE CAUSE FOR PERMIT REVOCATION. Other
‘Condiions siated below are accepted upon issuance of permit.

Variance #%: COoA #: ARCOM #:
andltlons ARCOM STAFF APPROVED TMF 4-10-03 FEE PD IN VRU
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