COASTAEMANAGEMENT/CONSERVATION ELEMENT
GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

GOAL

THE _TOWN_ SHALL PRESERVE., PROTECT AND ENSURE THE HIGH
QUALITY OF LIFE _FOR _TOWN RESIDENTS BY PRESERVEING, AND
PROTECTING AND ENHANCE THE NATURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
AND WILDLIFE OF THE TOWN%N—D—LI—RHTLNG—PU—BLIGEXPEN—DIIPURES—LN

; URAL DISASTERS, WHILE BY

PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION EFFORTS. ENSERING

OBJECTIVE 1 (relocated from the former Coastal/Conservation Element)

The Town shall protect the quality of its air from degradation. The measurement of this objective
is the extent to which air quality is protected, and the degree to which the following policies are
implemented.

POLICY 1.1
The Town shall c€ontinue to prohibit industry within the Town through existing restraints
prohibiting an Industrial Future Land Use designation on the Future Land Use Map. in-the

Zoning Code-

POLICY 1.2
The Town shall cContinue to prohibit new commercial development from spreading

beyond commercial areas as designated on the Future Land Use Map and corresponding ##
the-Zoning Cede Map.

POLICY 1.3

The Town shall continue to mMaintain ash-vegetated strips medians and existing plantings
along the roadways within the Town and and-inhigh-denstty-areas, through enforcement
by adhering to Chapter 126, Article II, Town’s Code of Ordinances including the Historic
and Specimen Tree Ordinance, and Chapter 66, Division 3, Plans related to the Town’s

landscaping and irrigation plans-and-threugh Fown-initiatedJandseaping projeets.

POLICY 1.4

The Town wil shall continue to annually review the Palm Beach County Air Quality
Report. Should this report cite the Town for air quality degradation, the Town shall develop
methods for addressing the problems within one (1) year of the report date. Implementation
of proposed methods will ensue within an additional year.
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OBJECTIVE 2 (relocated from the former Coastal/Conservation Element)

The Town shall protect native vegetational communities and their associated wildlife. The
measurement of this objective is the extent to which native vegetation is protected and restored,
and the degree to which the following policies are implemented.

POLICY 2.1
Moedify-The Town shall continue to-Eenforce the regulations adopted in Chapter 66 Article

IV, Vegetation Fewn's andseape-Ordinanece-to-that include the following regulations:

2.1a Incorporates standards for tree removal, landscaping aesthetics, and
minimum native vegetation planting requirements.

2.1b  Prohibits planting of pestilent exotics: and

2.1c  Rrequires removal of-pestilent exotic species from sites of new construction
or redevelopment.

2.1ed Prohibits removal of vegetation species listed as endangered or threatened
by State or Federal agencies on publicly owned property and new private
development.

2.1de Allows verytimited-trimming of shoreline vegetation for visual access,
under limited conditions upon the approval of the Town and any other government
agencies having jurisdiction.

POLICY 2.2

The Town will shall continue to serve-as-eeordinaterin support of efforts to revegetate and
remove exotic vegetation from the Lake Worth Lagoon shoreline.

POLICY 2.3

The Town shall support the goals and related actions of the Lake Worth Management
Plan to improve water and sediment quality to provide habitat enhancement and
protection of marine ecosystems and increase seagrass coverage.

POLICY 2.34

The Town w4l shall continue to use native or drought resistant vegetation in all public
landscaping projects.
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POLICY 342.5

The Town will shall continue to enforce landscaping standards that require the preservation
of existing natural growth where practical, and the removal of invasive, exotic plant

species.

POLICY 2.45

The Town shall ehange #>s consider modifying the land redevelopment regulations to
stipulate that no development or construction which destroys wetland vegetation, including
seagrass beds, shall be permitted in the Town unless the loss is 100% mitigated, and unless
the applicant has received the approval of any other governmental agency having
jurisdiction.

OBJECTIVE 3 (relocated from the former Coastal/Conservation Element)

The Town shall continue to pProtect and preserve native vegetated areas, wildlife and its habitats,
especially those species listed by State and Federal agencies as threatened or endangered. The
measurement of this objective shall be the extent to which wildlife is protected and preserved, and
the degree to which the following policies are implemented.

POLICY 3.1

The Town shall c€ontinue assisting with sea turtle nesting studies each year for the
duration of the planning period.

POLICY 3.2

The Town will-shall continue to cooperate with the appropriate local, state and federal
agencies for the protection of wildlife, endangered and threatened species and significant
plant, flora, fauna and animal habitats.

POLICY 3.3

The Town wH shall continue to protect and conserve the natural functions of existing soils,

fisheries, rivers, lakes, floodplains, estuarine marshes, native habitats/plant
materials/ecosystems and marine habitats through enforcement of existing local, state, and
federal regulations designed to protect and conserve these functions.
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OBJECTIVE 4-(relocated from the former Coastal/Conservation Element)

The Town shall Pprotect and restore wetland habitat and estuarine water quality in the Town,
thereby protecting fisheries and marine habitat. The measurement of this objective is the extent to
which wetland habitat and estuarine quality are protected, and the degree to which the following
policies are implemented.

POLICY 4.1

The Town shall update— oe i sinace—Chapte
regularky continue to meet the requlrements of the EPA NPDES Program— whenneeessary.

POLICY 4.2

The Town shall eEnsure that the negative impacts of stormwater discharge upon water
quality in the Lake Worth Lagoon are ameliorated by the retention of the first two (2)
inches of rainfall prior to discharge into the Town drainage system, or the post-
development runoff does not exceed predevelopment runoff for a three-(3) year one-(1)
hour storm, whichever is greater.

OBJECTIVES(relocated to the Coastal Management Element)
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OBJECTIVE 65 (relocated from the former Coastal/Conservation Element)

The Town shall pProtect soils and groundwater by establishing standards which will minimize the
impacts of construction, and by preventing hazardous wastes contamination. The measurement of
this objective is the extent to which soils and groundwater are protected, and the degree to which
the following policies are implemented.

POLICY 645.1
The Town w+H shall require soil erosion control techniques be used during construction.

POLICY 625.2
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The Town wil shall regulate the installation of underground storage tanks for petroleum
products in a manner consistent with the regulations of the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection.

POLICY 6:25.3
The Town sl shall continue mutual aid agreements with West Palm Beach and Palm
Beach County for hazardous materials removal and storage.

OBJIECTIVET (relocated to the Coastal Management Element)
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OBJECTIVE 166

The Town wiH shall eentinte-te promote ways to reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions and
become more Energy Efficient.

POLICY 6.1
The Town shall provide information to the Town residents and businesses on the

As-provided-in-the-Fown’s United States Department of Energy Energy Efficiency

and Conservation Strategy (EECS) theTown—will-help thecommunitytake to
advantages of technologies, and incentives, and knewledge grants to conserve

energy use in homes and businesses.

POLICY 16.2

The Town w4l shall consider the use the EECS to optimize the way energy is
consumed within municipal operations and identify ways to use renewable energy
and offset energy use overall.

OBJECTIVE 7 (Incorporating the Town of Palm Beach Strategic Planning Priorities regarding
Environmental Stewardship)

The Town shall proactively manage environmental threats by identifying and planning for
immediate and future threats such as climate change impacts, pollution from pesticides and
chemicals, invasive species, sewage/stormwater/garbage impacts, and intrusive new technologies.

POLICY 7.1
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The Town shall continue making land-related decisions in harmony with the natural
environment, always considering green space, beautification, and impacts on
habitats and wildlife.

POLICY 7.2

The Town shall identify and implement actions and standards that will be consistent
with the Town’s Green Initiative program.

POLICY 7.3

Town shall ensure biodiversity including its coastal, marine, terrestrial and water
ecosystems is protected and restored through environmental awareness education,
promoting healthy landscape practices, encouraging use of native fauna and flora,
and reducing use of chemical pesticides.

POLICY 7.4

The Town shall consider optimizing technology and prioritizing digitalization to
reduce environmental impact including online recreational registration, permit
processing, enterprise resource planning (ERP), and support paperless and cloud-
based transactions, activities, and operations.

POLICY 7.5

The Town shall encourage procurement practices that lead to the purchase of green
products, modify purchasing requirements to encourage green friendly products,
and Green Initiative product sourcing and sustainable purchasing.

POLICY 7.6

The Town shall continue to identify and implement actions and standards that are
in keeping with the Town’s Green Initiative including 'greener' practices including
smart irrigation, energy-efficient equipment, and implementation of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) in Town parks, fields, and golf course.

POLICY 7.7

The Town shall evaluate sister municipalities and trade recommendations as it
relates to equipment, industry labor, and standardization of materials.
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POLICY 7.8

The Town shall continue to maintain Town grounds and Rights-of-Way in an
efficient and cost-effective manner, while striving to improve its appearance,
keeping with the Town’s Green Initiative Program.

POLICY 7.9

The Town shall seek to earn Clean Marina Designation, through the Department of
Environmental Protection.

POLICY 7.10

The Town shall consider establishing new programs in support of the Town’s Green
Initiatives such as Hole in One Honey and Earth Day education (native plants,
environmental best practices list).

POLICY 7.11

The Town shall continue to preserve natural vegetation and trees.

POLICY 7.12

The Town shall coordinate with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC)
to develop Sea Turtle Rescue response plans and explore the possibility for Town
responders to be certified in.

POLICY 7.13

The Town shall consider optimizing vehicle and equipment replacement with
consideration for environmentally friendly options.

POLICY 7.14

The Town shall consider limiting the Town’s liability through exploration of
Vendor information verification.

POLICY 7.15

The Town shall consider creating opportunities for native plant education and
gardening.
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POLICY 7.16

The Town shall continue to preserve natural vegetation and trees.

OBJECTIVE 8 (relocated from the Future Land Use Element Objective 4, Policy 4.1)

The Town shall not permit Ne new development shal-be-permitted on or over submerged lands or
lands predominantly characterized by Tidal Swamp (TM) soils as identified in the Soil Survey of
Palm Beach County.

POLICY 4.8.1

The Town shall continue to maintain identified area Areas—identified-as-predominantly
characterized by Tidal Swamp (TM) soils or identified as submerged lands shal-be destgnated
on the Town's Future Land Use Map Series for Conservation, and the Town's land
development regulations shall prohibit urban development on such lands.

OBJECTIVE 9 (relocated from the Future Land Use Element Objective 8, Policies 8.1 through
8.6)

The Town shall protect its natural resources. The measurement of this objective is the extent to
which natural resources are preserved and the degree to which the following policies are
implemented.:

POLICY 8.1

The Town shall protect the quality of its air from degradation by continuing to prohibit
industrial uses within the Town.

POLICY 8.2

The Town shall protect designated native vegetation areas and their associated wildlife by
prohibiting removal of vegetative species listed as threatened or endangered by State or
Federal agencies on publicly owned property and new private development; and, by
prohibiting planting of pestilent exotics and requiring removal of pestilent exotic species
from sites of new construction or development.

POLICY 8.3

The Town shall stipulate that no development or construction which destroys wetland
vegetation, including seagrass beds, shall be permitted in the Town unless loss is 100%
mitigated.
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POLICY 8.4

The Town shall require that all new development and redevelopment on the Atlantic shore
restore dunes, where restoration potential exists and is necessary, as determined by the Town
and FDEP.

POLICY 8.5

The Town w#H shall require soil erosion control techniques be used during construction.

POLICY 8.6

The Town shall not permit Ne development or redevelopment to occur on or over submerged
land other than docks, essential services or parks owned and operated by the Town.

OBJECTIVE 3 9 (relocated entire objective and its policies from the Coastal Management
Element)

The Town shall continue to pProtect and preserve, native vegetated areas, wildlife and its habitats,
especially those species listed by State and Federal agencies as threatened or endangered. The
measurement of this objective shall be the extent to which wildlife is protected and preserved, and
the degree to which the following policies are implemented.

POLICY 3-9.1

The Town shall c€ontinue assisting with sea turtle nesting studies each year for the
duration of the planning period.

POLICY 3-9.2

The Town wiH shall continue to cooperate with the appropriate local, state and federal
agencies for the protection of wildlife, endangered and threatened species and significant
plant, flora, fauna and animal habitats.

POLICY 3-9.3

The Town w4l shall protect and conserve the natural functions of existing soils, fisheries,
rivers, lakes, floodplains, estuarine marshes, native habitats/plant materials/ecosystems and
marine habitats through enforcement of existing local, state, and federal regulations
designed to protect and conserve these functions.
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POLICY 3-9.4

The Town sl shall continue to enforce landscaping standards that require the preservation
of existing natural growth where practical, and the removal of invasive, exotic plant
species.

POLICY 9.5

The Town shall continue to function as the local enforcement agency of sea turtle
protection through the regulations provided in Division 4, Code of Ordinances.

POLICY 9.6

The Town shall require the “Town of Palm Beach Exterior Lighting Requirements” form
to be signed and notarized by contractors through the building permit review process to
- : : 3 R o 1ramaen N o cion =

auire—the“To of Palm-Beach-Exteric chtine Reg

OBJECHIVE4-10 ¢relocated entire objective and its policies from the Coastal Management
Element)

The Town shall pProtect and restore wetland habitat and estuarine water quality the Town, thereby
protecting fisheries and marine habitat. The measurement of this objective is the extent to which
wetland habitat and estuarine quality are protected, and the degree to which the following policies
are implemented.

POLICY 4.10.1

The Town shall update its Long-Range Public Works Plan (Storm Drainage Chapter)
regularly to meet the requirements of the EPA NPDES Program, when necessary.

POLICY 4.10.2

The Town shall eEnsure that the negative impacts of stormwater discharge upon water
quality in Lake Worth are ameliorated by the retention of the first two (2) inches of rainfall
prior to discharge into the Town system, or the post-development runoff does not exceed
predevelopment runoff for a three-year one-hour storm, whichever is greater.
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