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*****Note: This email was sent from a source external to the Town of Palm Beach. Links o

attachments should not be accessed unless expected from a trusted source. Additionally, all

requests for information or changes to Town records should be verified for authenticity. ******

Here is a draft FAR definition for your review and consideration:

Floor Area Ratio (FAR): Is the gross floor area of a principal building divided by the size of the lot,
expressed as a decimal number. For example, a building with 3,000 square feet of gross floor area
located on a 10,000 square foot lot has a FAR of 0.30 or 30%, while the same building located on a
15,000 square foot lot would have a FAR of .20 or 20%. The following shall be included in gross floor
area for the purpose of computing FAR:

a.

Exterior and interior walls (that is, the thickness of the wall is included) | think this is not
necessary and difficult to decipher.

. Laundry rooms, mechanical rooms, closets, storage rooms, built in cabinets and media

niches. FAR should be limited to gross floor area. This information will not be known at
the time of site plan approval.

Floor areas used by interior stairways, elevators and similar features. The floor area of
each stairway shall be counted once (not twice by counting floor levels).

. Usable spaces (generally defined as having a 5" minimum height) such as rooms and

closets shall also be counted.

Porches, patios, and breezeways with a “solid” cover. Should be limited to air
conditioned space as we want to encourage these elements.

Accessory buildings that are deemed habitable space, including but not limited to guest
houses and second units.

Basements that qualify under state building code as a story.

Attic spaces that meet the state building code definition of habitable and clearly having

The following are to be excluded in the gross floor area for the purpose of computing FAR:

Basements that do not qualify under state building code as a story.

Attached or detached garages and carports.

Porches, balconies, patios, breezeways and decks which do not have “solid” cover. See
comment above

Air spaces within buildings such as vaulted ceilings. More specifically, the floor area shall
be counted at the actual floor area only and not in the air spaces above.

Attic spaces not meeting the state building code definition of habitable and clearly having
the sole purpose of storage or utilities.

Thank you,

Sean
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